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PastorÕs Word 
 
Summer arrived at precisely 1:25 pm last Saturday.  It had been a cold and rainy 
week.  That morning we set up for ZoeÕs graduation party at a shelter at Innis Grove 
Park.  It was cool and unexpectedly overcast, and then the wind picked up and it 
started raining.  No rain in the forecast, but it came anyway.  Food was moved, 
displays rearranged, and guests opted for the innermost tables as rain blew sideways 
into the shelter.  But eventually, the sun came out and then all of the sudden, it was 
summer.  Sunday was the last day for Church School and the last day for the choir 
until next fall.  Graduation was Sunday afternoon.  My office air conditioner is 
running for the first time and I am getting ready to hang the Music Camp banner on 
the front of the church. 
 
Changes are afoot, and not just with the calendar and the weather.  We are sending 
this Spire out electronically.  There are a number of reasons for the change.  It costs 
less, for one thing - we will save on postage, paper, and wear and tear on the copier.  
It saves time.  It allows us to send an almost unlimited number of newsletters Ð the 
cost of sending an additional email is negligible.  It makes it easy for those receiving 
the Spire to forward it on to friends, family members, neighbors who may be 
interested in checking out the church.  It saves trees.  We have not traditionally sent 
out the Spire in summer months, but with the electronic format, you can expect 
briefer versions of the Spire (Spirettes?) for July and August.   
 
Still, there are those who do not have computers or internet access, and some just like 
the feel of paper in your hand.  We will continue mailing the Spire to those who donÕt 
have email and others who request a paper copy.  In going to this means of 
distribution, we are somewhat ahead of the curve as church newsletters go, but the 
majority of newsletters sent by groups of all kinds now come this way.  
 
While we are talking change, let me say a word about worship.  Our worship 
committee met with some college students recently.  The topic was, ÒHow do we 
make worship more engaging for young adults while still maintaining traditions that 
are meaningful to older age groups?Ó   It is a question that gets asked a lot, and it 
seemed that we needed to include young adults and especially students in the 
conversation. 
 
Various age groups tend to prefer certain kinds of music in worship.  Being a church 
that includes all age groups Ð and that wants to include all age groups Ð we try to use 
a variety of hymn and music styles in our worship.  This includes gospel songs (like 
ÒLove Lifted MeÕ), classic hymns (like ÒJoyful, Joyful We Adore TheeÓ), world 
music (like ÒSiyahambaÓ), new hymns (like ÒBring Many NamesÓ), some occasional 
TaizŽ music, and newer folk-type music (mostly played on the piano, like ÒThe 
SummonsÓ or ÒCome Away With MeÓ).  While keeping this mix of music, played 
mostly on organ and piano with flute and other instruments on occasion, we are 
hoping to include new music with different instrumentation this fall.  We wonÕt be 
ÒdroppingÓ any music we use now but are hoping to expand our musical repertoire to 
better engage younger generations.  
                                       (continued on p. 4) 
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     Letters To God by Patrick Doughtie and John Perry 
Based on the new movieÑ 
When 9-year-old Tyler is stricken with cancer, he finds a new way to talk to God. And while he 
turns his suffering into spiritual lessons for his widowed mother and adolescent brother, the 
beleaguered neighborhood postman must figure out what to do with envelopes addressed to 
heaven!  
 
The Edge of Recall by Kristen Heitzmann 
Tessa Young, an up-and-coming landscape architect who specializes in the design and creation of 
labyrinths, has immersed herself in the mythological, spiritual, and healing aspects of the elaborate 
structures. She also is searching for God and hoping to make sense of the nightmares that have 
plagued her since childhood. When Smith Chandler, an estranged colleague--with whom she'd half 
fallen in love a dozen times before catching herself every time--calls to propose a project he 
claims is the opportunity of a lifetime, she reluctantly agrees to check it out. Smith is 
reconstructing a pre-Revolutionary War abbey for wealthy clients. Among its remarkable features 
is an overgrown labyrinth. Unable to resist, Tessa accepts his offer to work with him. Soon she is 
immersed in the project of a lifetime. But one evening, after weeks of work in the labyrinth, Tessa 
and Smith are attacked. While protecting Tessa, Smith is stabbed, and the nightmare 
begins...again.                                                                      

-from Christianbook.com 
 
In High Places by Tom Morrisey 
For Patrick Nolan, every climb tells a story. And now maybe its his own. He is right at the rim, 
staring over the cliffs knife edge and wondering how things went wrong so quickly. It all started 
after arriving home from a weekend climbing trip with his father, Kevin. That's when word 
reached them. In a silent moment, they had lost the person most important to them, her death 
raising unanswerable questions and dangerous doubts. 

-from Christianbook.com 
 
Driftless by David Rhodes 
The 2010 All Iowa Reads selection.  The FBC Book Group will be reading this book later in the 
fall. 
Words, Wisconsin, an anonymous town of only a few hundred people. But under its sleepy 
surface, life rages. Cora and Graham guard their dairy farm, and family, from the wicked schemes 
of their milk co-op. Lifelong paraplegic Olivia suddenly starts to walk, only to find herself 
crippled by her fury toward her sister and caretaker, Violet. Recently retired Rusty finds a cougar 
living in his haymow, dredging up haunting childhood memories. Winifred becomes pastor of the 
Friends church and stumbles on enlightenment in a very unlikely place. And July Montgomery, 
both private and gregarious, instigates a series of events that threatens the town's solitude and 
doggedly suspicious ways. 

-Publishers Weekly Review 
 
Four DVDs of Davey and Goliath 
Introduce your children and grandchildren to the stories of Davey and his dog Goliath!  A four 
DVD set has been added to the Library.  These shows were on TV between 1960 Ð 1975 and many 
of you will remember the stop-motion animated characters from our childhood.  Each 2-Disc 
Edition has 4 15-minute classic episodes as well as bonus features. 

-Catherine Parrish 

 
  

June 6 
 
Worship Leader: 
 Michael Thompson 
  
Ushers:  Bob Parrish 
 Wallace Sanders 
 Marian/Jan Thompson 
 Ngaire West-Johnson 

 
 

June 13 
 
Worship Leader: 
 Barbara Woods 
Ushers:    
 Howard Johnson 
 Pat Johnson 
 Johnie Hammond 
 
 
 

June 20 
 
Worship Leader:  
 Jere Maddux 
  
Ushers:  Bob McCarley 
 Russ Watson 
 Jerilyn Logue 
  Tom Logue 
 
 

June 27 
 
Worship Leader:   
                      Jan Thompson 

 
Ushers:  Judy Demarest 
 Lois Macken 
 Wilma Robinson 
 Jere Maddux 
 
 
 
 
 
Sanctuary Flowers  
            for June 
 

Barbara Woods 
 

Worship Leaders for 
June, 2010 

The next meeting of the Book Group will be at 6:30 pm on 
Thursday, June 17th, at Elaine AndersonÕs at Northcrest.  
We are reading The Red Tent by Anita Diamant.  Join us! 

New in Fiction 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
 

Gayle off on 
Mondays 

Tues. Ð Fri. 
8am-12 noon 

 

1 
9am-3pm-
Regional WIM, 
lounge 
 
8am-MenÕs 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 

2 
 
 
 
7:30pm-Deacons 

 
 
 

3 
 
10am-6pm-
ACCESS 
training, FH 

 
 
 

4 
 

5 
9am-Paint Day! 

 

6 
9:45am-Worship 
One Great Hour 
of Sharing 
Communion 
10:45am-
Fellowship 
Time 

7 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
7pm-Trustees 

 

9 
 
 
 
 

 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
9:45am-Worship 
10:45am-
Fellowship 
Time 

14 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

 

15 
8am-MenÕs 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 
 

16 
 
 

 
 

17 
6:30pm-Book 
Group, Elaine 
AndersonÕs, 
Northcrest 

 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
9am-2nd Paint 
Day, if work is 
not finished on  
June 5 

 
20 

 
FatherÕs Day 
9:45am-Worship 
10:45am-
Fellowship 
Time 
2-4pm-Prayer 
Shawl Circle 

21 
 

 
Church Office 
Closed 
 

 

22 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 
 

 

26 

27 
9:45am-Worship 
10:45am-
Fellowship 
Time  

28 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

 

29 
 

30 
 
7:30pm-Deacons 

 

 
 

  

 
Coming in July 
July 12 -16 Ð Music Camp, 9am-11:30 am 
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   Mission 

 
 
    An Opportunity for Mission 
 

 
The Iowa Correctional Institution for 
Women (ICIW) tries to provide 
opportunities for learning and recreation
for the women offenders.  Many of the 
items they create, such as quilts and 
blankets, are given to children in hospitals, 
to nursing homes, and to special needs 
groups.  Currently they are requesting 
cotton batting for quilts, fleece one yard  
in size to make comfort blankets, universal 
sewing machine needles, disappearing
marking pencils, chalk for markers, basting 
gun, quilt block templates, new sewing 
machines, yarn and acrylic crochet hooks  
H and I. They can always use acrylic
paint, paint brushes, colored copy paper, 
gift cards from Michaels or Hobby Lobby 
(for those items that are never donated).  
The Sacred Place is in need of a projector, 
 a screen and a laptop. If you have an 
interest in helping these women, contact 
Johnie Hammond. 
 
 

Food at First  
 
We had more volunteers than we needed 
sign up to serve and clean up the noon 
meal at Food at First on May 29th!  Thanks 
for your willingness to make a difference  
in our community.  We will be scheduling 
more shifts soon! 

 
   
 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

P

(PastorÕs Word Ð conÕt from p. 1) 
 
My hope is for a church where older 
adults are delighted to sing music that 
youth and young adults like, and where
teenagers are glad to sing hymns that 
mean a lot to their grandparents.  My 
hope is for a church that is both 
grounded in tradition and open to new 
ideas and practices.  My hope is for a 
church that is diverse in age and 
ethnicity and background, and where our 
music reflects that diversity. 
 
All of this is to say, change happens and 
change can be good.  Enjoy your 
summer, and I hope to see you Sunday!
    
Blessings,  
Dave 

 

 
Facebook 
 
There is now a First Baptist page on 
Facebook.  Search for ÒFirst Baptist 
AmesÓ and join us! 
 
 

 

Prayer Shawl Circle 
 
The Prayer Shawl Circle continues to 
meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month in 
the church lounge from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  
The next meeting will be on June 20th.  
This is an open circle and all are 
welcomed.  You may come or not come 
as your schedule allows.  People are 
knitting, crocheting, tie-ing, quilting 
shawls or lap blankets.  Bring a friend.  
See Beth Douglass if you have a 
question. 

 
 
 

 

 
Paint Day(s) 
 
We will be painting the lounge, library, 
and associate pastor's office on 
Saturday, June 5 at 9 am. Bring your 
favorite paint brush, rollers, pan, and 
paint tarps.  Latex paint will be supplied 
along with a few brushes if you donÕt 
have a favorite.  Lunch will be brought 
in. A big crew will make the work go 
quickly! Please join us on June 5.  If we 
don't complete the painting, we will 
finish on June 19. 
 
 

 
Summer Educational 
Events 
 
The Christian Education committee is 
finalizing plans for summer fellowship 
and educational opportunities.  Stay 
tuned! 
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Birthdays 

 
Tom Gleason - 1 
Teri Ochiltree Ð 5 

Sandra Englehart Ð 8 
Dianne Borgen - 9 

Ethan Ross Ð 9 
Kay Lambert Ð 10 

Andrew Perrine Ð 10 
Bianca Bakley Ð 14 
Susan Russell Ð 15 

Tyler Anderson Ð 23 
Wallace Sanders Ð 24 

Tristan Ross - 24 
Wilma Robinson Ð 26 

 
 

 
 

Tom & Jerilyn Logue   June 9 
Wallace & Julia Sanders June 9 
Harris & Katy Seidel June 9 
Scott & Gretchen Anderson  June 14 
Howard and Pat Johnson June 15 
Mindy & Aiddy Phomvisay     June 15 
John & Mary Anderson June 17 
Jim & Helen Sassaman June 17 
Matt and Kristen Obbink June 17 
Neil & Michelle Logue June 22 
Michael & Jan Thompson June 30 

 

 
 
Our eleventh annual Music Camp is set for 
July 12 - 16.  The camp will run from 9 Ð 
11:30 am each day and is for those who 
have completed grades K-6.  As usual, we 
will have a great lineup for special musical 
guests, fun games, new friends, and more.  
 
We need counselors, kitchen workers, and 
other volunteers to make Music Camp a 
success!  Please talk to Mindy Phomvisay 
or Pastor Dave if you can help. 
 
We can also help by encouraging 
neighbors, friends, grandchildren, etc. to 
attend our camp.  Brochures with 
registration forms are available in the 
Narthex.  You will also find an online 
registration form on the church website.  
Go to fbcames.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

June, July, August  
Deacon of the Week 

 
June 6 - 12  Joyce Davidson 
June 13 - 19  Johnie Hammond 
June 20 - 26  Beth Douglass 
June 27 Ð July 3   Kent Johnson 
July 4 - 10  Jill Leininger 
July 11 - 17  Jon Pritchard 
July 18 Ð 24  Fred Borden 
July 25 Ð 31  Joyce Davidson 
August 1 Ð 7 Beth Douglass 
August 8 Ð 14 Johnie Hammond 
August 15 Ð 21 Kent Johnson 
August 22 Ð 28 Jill Leininger 
August 29 Ð Sept. 4 Jon Pritchard 
 
 

 
We begin our weekly Summer 
Fellowship Times beginning June 6th. A 
sign up sheet is posted on the door next 
to the kitchen in Fellowship Hall.  There 
are many dates to choose from so pick a 
church friend and sign up. 
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Fall Speaker Announced 
 
Rev. Dan Buttry will be the speaker for our 
Fall Renewal Weekend, October 16-17.  
Dan serves American Baptists as a global 
consultant for peace and justice.  He works 
with church and community leaders around 
the world, training them to deal 
constructively with conflict situations. This 
includes social and political conflicts 
within a country as well as conflicts within 
national church bodies that negatively 
impact Christian witness.  Dan has just 
returned from his first trip to Cuba; as you 
read this, he is in the Philippines 
accompanied by his wife Sharon.  They are 
working with the Convention of Philippine 
Baptist Churches, and his work will 
include interfaith peacemaking on the 
explosive southern island of Mindanao. 
This is his fourth trip to the Philippines. 
 
Dan has worked in many countries 
including Israel/Palestine, Serbia/Croatia, 
Myanmar, Thailand, India, Nagaland (NE 
India), the Republic of Georgia, Nepal, 
Liberia, Ethiopia, Jamaica Ð literally all 
over the world.  He has written numerous 
books on peacemaking and conflict 
transformation that have been translated 
into several languages.  His most recent are 
Interfaith Heroes and Interfaith Heroes 2.  
(You can check out DanÕs books on 
amazon.com, and learn more about DanÕs 
work on his website, danbuttry.com.  
 
Save the dates of October 16-17 for a great 
weekend with Dan Buttry! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Spire 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

200 Lynn Ave. 
Ames, IA  50014 

Worship Sundays 9:45am 
 

PHONE: 
515-292-9612 

 
FAX: 

515-292-0403 
 

E-MAIL: 
office@fbcames.org 

WeÕre on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.fbcames.org 

First Baptist Church is an open 
and caring family of faith 

where worship is central and 
faith engages both heart and 

mind.  We are warmly 
ecumenical, delight in our 
diversity, and cherish our 

Baptist heritage of freedom.  
We are called by Christ to 
share GodÕs love with the 

campus, community, and the 
world. 

 

First Baptist Church 
200 Lynn Ave. 

Ames, IA  50014-7188 
 

 
 

                                                           
 
For over 60 years One Great Hour of Sharing has provided help and hope to millions.  HereÕs 
what that help has meant to just a few of those people in the U.S. and around the world: 
 

¥ If you are a thirsty child, it means a cool clean drink of water; 
¥ If you are a girl who used to have to carry that water to the village, it now means you 

get to go to school; 
¥ If you have survived a devastating disaster, like Haiti or Hurricane Katrina, it means 

you are not alone in working to recover. 
 
These are just a few of the many who have been helped by One Great Hour of Sharing.  We will 
be receiving this special offering during the month of June.  Please give generously.  Special 
offering envelopes are in the narthex. 
 

Sharing Resources, Changing Lives 


