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PastorÕs Word 

 
 
This is always a time of year filled with mixed emotions.  Of course, nearly 
everyone is glad to see the school year end Ð students and faculty alike, and 
most parents too.  And many of us are looking forward to summer, so we have 
that going for us.  It is the transitions involved that make this a time of mixed 
emotions. 
 
Students graduate and move on.  Students come to ISU and are part of our 
church for a few years Ð or 6 or 8, depending on how things go and if they 
attend ISU for both undergrad and grad school Ð and then they move on.  It is 
saying goodbye that is hard.  If all of the students we have had in the last 10 
years were still here, all together, think of the excitement and vitality it would 
bring to our church.  (Not that we arenÕt awesome the way we are!) 
 
The transition is a little different this year in a couple of ways.  Katherine 
Thompson will graduate from Harvard, but (as far as we can tell) none of our 
active students here in Ames will graduate this spring Ð for the first time I can 
remember. We will have graduates next December, but this is the first May 
without ISU graduates in some time.  The whole team will be back in the fall!  
But we do have a graduate.  Zoe was in second grade when we moved to Ames.  
That doesnÕt seem very long ago, but somehow she will be graduating from 
Ames High this month.  She will attend the University of Northern Iowa in the 
fall, which will certainly be a big change at our house. 
 
The term ÒgraduationÓ speaks to completing a course of study and being 
awarded a degree or diploma.  ÒCommencementÓ can mean the same thing, but 
it also has the connotation of beginning Ð commencing with Ð something new.  
Students will commence with whatever comes next, whether it is entering the 
job market or more schooling. 
 
As great as it would be to have our students remain with us indefinitely Ð to 
have the whole team keep coming back each year Ð we really wouldnÕt want to 
sentence them to an unending program of study.  (The student loans are bad 
enough the way it is!)  And while learning is a lifelong pursuit, schooling is not 
simply an end in itself.  We may not know what it is at the time, but we are 
preparing for something. 
 
And so, we celebrate with our graduates as they continue lifeÕs journey and 
commence with whatever comes next.  May GodÕs blessings be with you!   
 
Pastor Dave 
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Third Annual Cook-off held April 11th 

            
 

 
  
A total of $208.50 was raised for the MICA 
Food Shelf at our cook-off. There were many 
delicious entries from all over the globe 
including places like Korea, India, Scandinavia, 
and Iowa. The winners were:    
 
Joyce Davidson - Samosas 
Katy Seidel - Steamed Pudding 
Bob Parrish - BBQ Pork 
Marilyn Peterson - Carrot Cake 
 
Thanks again to all who brought dishes and took 
part in voting. See you at next year's cook-off! 
 
Spire Goes Online 

 
 
As announced in recent issues, we will be going 
to an online newsletter.  This issue is the last 
newsletter that will be mass mailed.  Beginning 
with the June Spire, we will be mailing only to 
those for whom we have no email address, or 
who have requested a paper copy.  (Some 
additional copies will be available at church.)  
We still need email addresses for a number of 
out of town members and friends.  You can send 
your email address or a request for a paper copy 
to office@fbcames.org, call the church at 515-
292-9612, or send a note to 200 Lynn Ave., 
Ames IA 50014.  For those who will receive the 
Spire electronically, be looking for an e-mail 
with a link to the Spire. 
 
This move will save time and money, help us to 
be better stewards of resources, allow for greater 
use of color and photos, and make it possible to 
easily send the Spire to a much larger mailing 
list.  
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High School Graduates 
Zoe Russell graduates from Ames High 
School this spring.  Proud parents are Dave 
and Susan Russell.  ZoeÕs college choice is 
University of Northern Iowa and plans to 
major in secondary education for social 
science. She will be on the UNI debate team. 
You are invited to attend an Open House for 
Zoe on May 22nd at Inis Grove Park, Walnut 
Shelter, from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm. 
 
Raven Gantt, Ike and Wilma RobinsonÕs 
granddaughter, graduates from Notre Dame 
High School in Riverside, CA. 
 
Ethan Ross, son of Jim and Karen Ross, 
graduates from a high school in California. 
 
 
 
College Graduates 
Katherine Thompson will graduate May 27 
from Harvard University with a degree in 
African Studies and Government.  She will 
also be certified to teach in middle or 
secondary schools.  Katherine will be 
starting a job this summer with Citizen 
Schools, designing and implementing 
after-school programs for middle-school 
students in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  As 
part of that program, she has a teaching 
fellowship in which she will attend Lesley 
University to work on a master's degree in 
education.  Katherine is the daughter of 
Michael and Jan Thompson and her 
grandmother is Roberta Ridley. 
 
Michael Anderson graduates from Iowa State 
with a degree in Civil Engineering on May 
8th.  Michael is the son of Paul Anderson and 
proud grandmother is Elaine Anderson. 
 
 

 

High School graduate will be recognized in 
worship on May 16th. 

 

  

  

May 2 
 
Worship Leader: 
 Joe Parrish 
 
Ushers:  Bob Parrish  
 Wallace Sanders 
 Marian/Jan Thompson 
 Ngaire West-Johnson 
 
 
 

May 9 
 
Worship Leader: 
  Bob McCarley 
Ushers:    
 Howard Johnson 
 Pat Johnson 
 Johnie Hammond 
 
 
 

May 16 
 
Worship Leader:  
 Zoe Russell 
 
Ushers:  Bob McCarley 
 Tom Logue 
 Jerilyn Logue 
 Russ Watson 
 
   

May 23 
 
Worship Leader:   
 Aiddy Phomvisay 
 
Ushers:  Judy Demarest 
 Lois Macken 
 Wilma Robinson 
 Jere Maddux 
 
 

May 30 
Worship Leader:   
 Susan Russell 
 
Ushers:  Jeanine Cole 
 Mark Reuber 
 Barbara Woods 
 Lee Davidson 
 
 
Sanctuary Flowers  
            for May 

 
Dorothy Lagomarcino and  

Mary Anderson 

Worship Leaders for 
May, 2010 
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Family Tree by Barbara Delinsky 
When Dana and Hugh Clarke's baby is 
born into their wealthy, white New 
England seaside community, the baby's 
unmistakably African-American features 
puzzle her thoroughly Anglo-looking 
parents. Hugh's family pedigree extends 
back to the Mayflower, and his historian 
father has made a career of tracing the 
esteemed Clarke family genealogy, 
which does not include African-
Americans. Dana's mother died when 
Dana was a child, and Dana never knew 
her father: she matter-of-factly figures 
that baby Lizzie's features must hark 
back to her little-known past. Hugh, a 
lawyer who has always passionately 
defended his minority clients, finds his 
liberal beliefs don't run very deep and 
demands a paternity test to rule out the 
possibility of infidelity. By the time the 
Clarkes have uncovered the tangled roots 
of their family trees, more than one 
skeleton has been unearthed, and the 
couple's relationshipÑnot to mention 
their family loyaltyÑ has been severely 
tested.           ÐPublishers Weekly 
 
Summer of Light  by W. Dale Cramer 
Mick Brannigan is a working-class stiff, 
but he has always been a good family 
man. Then he loses his job, while 
simultaneously his wife's long-
postponed career takes off, and his small 
son, Dylan, exhibits developmental 
problems. Dylan needs the close 
supervision of a stay-at-home parent. 
Mick resists at first, then submits to his 
wife's logic and finds a new side of 
himself--if not through housework, then 
through guiding his children in ways 
their mother would never have thought 
of.     ÐBooklist 
The FBC Book Group read and enjoyed 
this book! 

Seeing Things by Patti Hill 
Birdie Wainwright sees things Ð purple 
flowers growing out of floors and alpine 
slopes where her stairs ought to be.  But 
sheÕs not worried.  ItÕs just her macular 
degeneration acting up.    Then, one day, 
she sidesteps an imaginary boulder Ð and 
tumbles down the stairs, braking an 
ankle.  Convalescing at her sonÕs home, 
her vision really takes flight.  
- from the back of the book 
 
A Place Called Morning  by Ann 
Tatlock 
Mae Demaray was a well-adjusted if 
somewhat cold woman with a strong 
faith in God until her grandson was 
killed in an accident while in her care. 
Although nobody blames Mae for the 
tragedy, she feels that it was her fault. As 
the years pass, her faith slowly crumbles, 
and she begins to withdraw from the 
world. Soon Mae's only companion is 
Roy, a mentally impaired man her 
mother had taken pity on in their youth. 
It is owing to Roy that family secrets are 
revealed, secrets that bring Mae back to 
the world as well as to God.                       
ÐLibrary Journal 
 
Have a Little  Faith by Mitch Albom 
Albom's first nonfiction book since 
Tuesdays with Morrie, Have a Little 
Faith begins with an unusual request: an 
eighty-two-year-old rabbi from Albom's 
old hometown asks him to deliver his 
eulogy.  
 
Feeling unworthy, Albom insists on 
understanding the man better, which 
throws him back into a world of faith 
he'd left years ago. Meanwhile, closer to 
his current home, Albom becomes 
involved with a Detroit pastor--a 
reformed drug dealer and convict--who 
preaches to the poor and homeless in a 
decaying church with a hole in its roof.  
 
Donated by Beth Douglass 
Knitting  into the Mystery by Susan 
Jorgensen and Susan Izard 
Knitting into the Mystery shares the 
stories of how this ministry had touched 
lives and hearts around the world.  It 
offers directions for knitting shawls and 
for starting a parish or community 
knitting ministry.     Ð from the back of 
the book 
 
 

New For The Kids! 
Children's books and DVDs have been 
purchased with funds from Margaret 
Harmon's Memorial Funds. 
 
Books one and two in a series named The 
Cul-de-sac Kids by Beverly Lewis.  These 
are readers for children 7-10 Òjoin the kids 
on the cul-de-sac at Blossom Hill Lane, 
they'll encounter realistic (and funny!) 
predicaments that point to Jesus as the 
ultimate mystery-solver!Ó 
 
Letter  To God by Patrick and Heather 
Doughtie 
Based on the screenplay for the film and 
the novel ÒLetters to GodÓ, this book is 
inspired by the true story of Tyler and his 
the letters he to God. 
 
New DVDS 
The creator of Veggie Tales has a new 
series of DVDs for older kids.  We have 
the first two available in our Church 
Library.  Titled ÒWhat in the Bible?Ó  
Phil Vischer explores the Bible with two 
stories on each DVD, ÒIn the BeginningÓ, 
ÒWho wrote the bible?Ó, ÒWho Chose the 
books in the Bible?Ó and ÒWhat is 
Salvation?Ó.   
 
Coming Soon! 
Introduce your children and grandchildren 
to the stories of Gumby and Pokey with 
Davey and his dog Goliath!  A four DVD 
set is on order.  Many of you will 
remember the claymation Bible stories 
from our childhood as Gumby and Pokey 
get into trouble and find their way our of 
trouble.  Each 2-Disc Edition has 4 15-
minute classic episodes as well as bonus 
features.  Watch for these DVDs this 
summer. 
 

¥  
 
The FBC Book Group continues reading 
during the summer, we are currently 
reading Have a Little Faith : A True Story 
of a Last Request by Mitch Albom, author 
of The Five People YouÕll Meet in Heaven 
and Tuesdays With Morrie.  Join us on 
May 13 at Northcrest in Elaine AndersonÕs 
apartment at 6:30 pm. 
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Our 11th  Music Camp is planned for July 
12 Ð 16 (please note change of date) from 
9:00 Ð 11:30 am.  This year promises to be 
another great week of fun, friends, learning, 
and MUSIC of all sorts.  Music Camp is for 
those in grades K-6 (completed). 
 
Adults and Youth:  If you would be 
interested in working at Music Camp as a 
counselor, craft helper, kitchen worker, etc., 
please talk to Mindy.  (Musical talent is not 
necessary!) 
 
You can also assist us in telling people you 
know about our camp.  Spread the word 
about how much fun children have at First 
Baptist Music Camp. Registration forms are 
available in the Narthex at church or call or 
email the church office if you know of 
anyone who would like to know about our 
camp.  You will also find an online 
registration form on the church website.  Go 
to fbcames.org. 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
May 5 Laura Amaya 
May 6 Catherine Parrish 
May 9 Antorniece Lee 
May 10 Rena Talbot 
May 14 Crystina McShay 
May 15 JosŽ Amaya 
May 23 Mary Ann Elrod 
May 28 Michael Thompson 
May 29 Beth Douglass
  

 

2010 

July 12 - 16 

 
 

FBC Spring Work Day May 15  
9 AM to Noon 
Come help clean up the church and 
grounds after our long winter.  We'll be 
doing the usual weed pulling, trimming, 
minor repairs and cleaning.  Everyone is 
welcome to come help. 
 
Painting Day June 5 
The Trustees invite you to join a painting 
party on June 5 at 9 AM. We will be 
painting three rooms on the main floor.  
Bring your favorite paint brush, rollers, 
pan, and paint tarps.  Latex paint will be 
supplied along with a few brushes if you 
don't have a favorite.  Lunch will be 
brought in.  On June 19, we'll continue 
with any areas that didn't get finished. 
 

 
        !  Carlton R. Mueller !  

1920-2010 
 
Funeral services for member Carlton 
Mueller were held here at First Baptist 
on Saturday, April 24th with Rev. David 
Russell as service leader.  Friends of 
First Baptist express love and sympathy 
to CarltonÕs family and friends in his 
death on April 15th in Cedar Falls, Iowa.  
A lunch was served in fellowshp hall 
after the service and burial was in 
Marshalltown, Iowa. 

 

 
On Saturday, May 29th, First Baptist 
members will serve and clean up for the 
meal at Food at First (at First United 
Methodist Church, downtown).  We need 8 
people who can volunteer from 11:15- 
12:45.  Sign up on the bulletin board 
and/or see Jill Leininger for more 
information. 

Help at  
Food at First 

An Opportunity for Mission 
 
The Iowa Correctional Institution 
for Women (ICIW) tries to 
provide opportunities for learning 
and recreation for the women 
offenders.  Many of the items they 
create, such as quilts and blankets, 
are given to children in hospitals, 
to nursing homes, and to special 
needs groups.  Currently they are 
requesting cotton batting for 
quilts, fleece one yard in size to 
make comfort blankets, universal 
sewing machine needles, 
disappearing marking pencils, 
chalk for markers, basting gun, 
quilt block templates, new sewing 
machines, yarn and acrylic 
crochet hooks H and I.  They can 
always use acrylic paint, paint 
brushes, colored copy paper, gift 
cards from Michaels or Hobby 
Lobby (for those items that are 
never donated).  The Sacred Place 
is in need of a projector, a screen 
and a laptop. If you have an 
interest in helping these women, 
contact Johnie Hammond. 
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FAX: 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Baptist Church is an open 
and caring family of faith 

where worship is central and 
faith engages both heart and 

mind.  We are warmly 
ecumenical, delight in our 
diversity, and cherish our 

Baptist heritage of freedom.  
We are called by Christ to 
share GodÕs love with the 

campus, community, and the 
world. 
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Pentecost 
Music Sunday 
Teacher Recognition 
 

 
 
Sunday, May 23 will be a 
busy day at First Baptist.  It is 
Pentecost Sunday, when we 
celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  That day will be a 
Music Sunday and the service 
will be filled with music as 
the choir concludes for the 
school year.  We will also be 
recognizing our church 
school teachers and Christian 
Education workers in the 
service that day.  Please join 
us for a special service. 
 

 
 

After worship on Sunday, 
May 30th, we celebrate the 
beginning of the summer 
schedule with an after 
worship Ice Cream Social.  
DonÕt miss it! 

 

 
Please see the sheet in 
Fellowship Hall for summer 
Fellowship times.  Each Sunday 
during the summer months, 
starting June 6th we enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship 
after worship so you have a 
variety of dates between June 
and August to choose from.  
Pick a friend and sign up! 


