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PastorÕs Word 
 

 
August 2010 surely ranks among the tougher months of my life.  A herniated disc had 
bothered me for more than two years and it finally came time to do something about it, so 
I had surgery on August 2.  A few days before my surgery, SusanÕs motherÕs condition 
worsened and she was hospitalized.  Susan went to Arkansas.  Meanwhile, Zoe was 
getting ready to go to college.  SusanÕs motherÕs condition improved and Susan returned 
home in time for us to take Zoe to UNI on August 12.  I was able to go along but could 
only watch as everything was carried into the dorm, as I was not able to lift anything.  (I 
might add that the heat index was 100, there is no air conditioning in the dorm, and Zoe is 
in a west-facing room on the top floor.) 
 
Between my surgery, SusanÕs motherÕs health concerns, and Zoe going away to college, it 
was a hard month.  But that wasnÕt all.  Large limbs, broken in the storm in July, fell out 
of our sycamore tree the night after my surgery, landing on the power line.  Last week, we 
had two vehicles in the body shop at the same time Ð one was damaged when the 
basketball goal was blown over onto our car during the storm and the other was backed in 
to in a parking lot.  And then there was the flood.  Our family was fortunate that we did 
not have water in the basement and we suffered mostly only the inconvenience of not 
being able to get around town for a couple of days and having to boil our water or drink 
bottled water, but it was just one more thing.  I know that others were not so fortunate. 
 
All in all, it has been a really long month, but looking back, what I feel is Ð thankfulness.  
My parents came to be here during and after my surgery, which allowed Susan to be with 
her parents.  After surgery, neighbors and church members brought by meals and fresh 
produce.  Joyce Davidson volunteered to preach.  Bob Parrish came by, wielded a mean 
chain saw, and hauled away tree limbs.  When Susan and I were both unable to be there 
for Margaret NicholsÕ funeral, David Digby graciously stepped in.  Fred and Dianne 
Borgen volunteered their grandson Nathan to mow our lawn.  Mindy, Emma, and Elijah 
helped Susan and Zoe move stuff into the dorm.  I was encouraged by cards, emails, 
phone calls, and offers of assistance, and we appreciated so much all of the prayers.  
 
There is more: when we returned from Cedar Falls concerned about our water situation, 
volunteers were distributing free donated water.  City employees worked quickly and 
diligently to restore safe drinking water in town.  The hard work and generous acts of a lot 
of people made a bad situation a lot easier. 
 
I appreciate all of the help and support we have received, from many sources, during a 
difficult month.  IÕm glad to say that I am well on the road to recovery from my surgery 
and I am looking forward to a hopefully less eventful September.  Thank you all for truly 
being the church.   
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Dave 
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This Sunday, August 29th, is Student 
Welcome Sunday.  This year, weÕll have 
our annual Worship Under The Trees 
Service on this day.  Following the 9:45 
worship service, weÕll have a meal 
featuring Hickory Park Barbecue and 
great home-cooked food.  Students are 
our guests for the meal. Students are 
especially invited to join us Ð please 
dress casually and bring a lawn chair or 
blanket if you wish (weÕll have folding 
chairs available.)   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Music Camp for children grades K-6 
was held July 12 - 16, meeting from 9-
11:30 each morning.  This was the 
eleventh year for the camp and it has 
become a wonderful community ministry, 
with 32 children attending this yearÕs 
camp.  On Monday we had an ÒIsland 
FestÓ with limbo and dances and we 
learned about the island of Trinidad.  
Monday evening we held a concert with 
the steel drum band ÒTropical SteelÓ to 
benefit Good Neighbor Emergency 
Assistance, Inc. It was awesome! With the 
concession stand, donations, and the 
contributions of skill and talent of Becca 
the balloon lady a total of $816.35 was 
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raised for Good Neighbor.  On Tuesday 
special guests were Katie Wallace and 
Sadie Botine playing clarinet, bass 
clarinet and French horn and Mindy and 
Steve on the organ/piano at the close of 
the Day.  Ngaire West-Johnson took a 
group picture of the campers on 
Wednesday. Tim Fernando played the 
flute and campers learned dances from 
around the world. Thursday we had our 
annual CamperÕs Talent Show. Bob and 
Sally Radke provided Sno-cones and Jim 
Lester brought his band organ.  Friday the 
campers performed the musical ÒMake a 
DifferenceÓ for parents and guests.  
 
We could not have carried out the week 
without the dedication of co-directors, 
Mindy Phomvisay and Dave Russell, and 
the counselors who gave of their time 
helping, teaching, directing and 
encouraging.  Thanks also to the kitchen 
crew who planned and prepared a variety 
of delicious snacks and thanks to 
members of the congregation for snack 
donations.  The week could not be 
possible without the combined help, 
dedication, hard work and love of so 
many people.  Thanks to everyone! 
 

  

  

 

September 5 
Worship Leader: Susan Russell 
Ushers:  Bob Parrish 
 Wallace Sanders 
 Marian/Jan Thompson 
 Ngaire West-Johnson 
 
 
 
September 12 
Worship Leader:  Marian Thompson 
Ushers: Howard Johnson 
 Pat Johnson 
 Johnie Hammond 
  
 
 
September 19 
Worship Leader:  Andrew Perrine 
Ushers:  Bob McCarley
 Russ Watson 
 Jerilyn Logue 
 Tom Logue 
 
 
 
September 26 
Worship Leader:  Michael Thompson 
Ushers:  Judy Demarest   
 Lois Macken 
 Wilma Robinson 
 Jere Maddux 
 

 

for September  -  Jill Leininger 

 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders for 
September    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our regular weekly schedule will 
begin on September 12, the Sunday 
after Labor Day.  We will have a 
meal for students each Sunday 
night at 6:00 pm, followed by our 
weekly program including study, 
fellowship, and activities.  We 
invite all students to join us!  If 
you would like to help prepare a 
meal, please see Susan Russell.   
 

 

Music 
Camp 
Report 
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September Birthdays 
Betty Johnson 2 
Katherine Thompson 2 
Edie Bakley 3 
Stephenie Keat 3 
John R. Anderson 12 
Lois Reisetter 13 
Bronson Bakley 14 
Matt Obbink 17 
Jenna McCarley 19 
Jeanine Cole 22 
Dave Russell 22 
Rosemarie Starrett 24 
Karen Ross 24 
Anadia Daniels 25 
Judy Demarest 29 
Kent Johnson 29 
Barbara Woods 29 

 
 

 

  

  

  

 
 
September Anniversaries 
Jack and Donna Cleasby 2 
Bob and Sandra Englehart 4 
Michael and Jill Leininger 6 
Regan and Todd Smith 9 
Earl and Johnie Hammond 17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Iowa Community Action, Inc. 
(MICA) serves a variety of families in 
many different ways Ð all their families 
have their own unique needs.  First 
Baptist has a strong tradition of 
supporting the work the Food Shelf does.  
We collect items and money twice a year 
in February and September.   
 
Most Needed Items! 
Laundry soap 
Crackers 
Macaroni and Cheese 
Peanut butter 
Tuna 
Boxed meals such as Hamburger 
Helper 
Soups 
 
Personal hygiene items Ð bath soap, 
shampoo, womenÕs supplies, toilet 
paper, etc. 
 
Food Pantry - non-perishable,  
unopened, and unexpired food items Ð  
Bring things that YOU would enjoy  
eating. 
 
rice, flour, sugar, Jell-o, hot cocoa 
packets, juice, pasta, potato mixes, 
pancake mixes, syrup, tomato products 
 

paste and chunks, coffee, tea and canned  
chicken. 
 
Household supplies Ðdish soap, cleaning 
products 
 
Infant needs Ð Diapers of all sizes and wipes, 
baby food 
 
Money Ð Mica tries to give food vouchers to 
be used for milk, eggs, meat and fresh 
vegetables and fruit. 
 
MICAÕs food pantry is entirely community 
funded and has financial needs that you can 
help with; when the food pantry is out of stock 
they are able to shop for items if they have 
funds from community supporters. Often at 
reduced prices that are given to food shelves 
across the country. 
 
If you would like your gift to appear on your 
church statement, write the check to our church 
(FBC) and write MICA in the memo area. 
 
Look for the donation display in the Narthex! 
 

September is Food Shelf Month at FBC 
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Many new books have been added to the Library! 
Johnie Hammond has donated several books by 
Jodi Picoult to the Church Library.   
Ms. Picoult has become known for writing books 
about difficult subjects.  Her books are not a series 
and so can be read in any order, however, she does 
have recurring minor characters.  
My SisterÕs Keeper Ð ÒAnna is not sick, but she 
might as well be. By age thirteen, she has 
undergone countless surgeries, transfusions, and 
shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow 
fight the leukemia that has plagued her since 
childhood. The product of preimplantation genetic 
diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone marrow 
match for Kate - a life and a role that she has never 
questionedÉ until now. Like most teenagers, Anna 
is beginning to question who she truly is. But 
unlike most teenagers, she has always been defined 
in terms of her sister - and so Anna makes a 
decision that for most would be unthinkableÉ a 
decision that will tear her family apart and have 
perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she 
loves.Ó 
 
Harvesting the Heart Ð ÒPaige has only a few vivid 
memories of her mother, who left when she was 
five. Now, having left her father behind in Chicago 
for dreams of art school and marriage to an 
ambitious young doctor, she finds herself with a 
child of her own. But her mother's absence, and 
shameful memories of her past, make her doubt 
both her maternal ability and her sense of self-
worth.Ó 
 
Songs of the Humpback Whale Ð ÒJane had always 
lived in somebody's shadow. Escaping a childhood 
of abuse by marrying oceanographer Oliver Jones, 
she finds herself taking second place to his 
increasingly successful career. However, when her 
daughter Rebecca is slighted, Jane's dramatic stand 
takes them all by surprise. Leaving Oliver and his 
whale tapes behind in San Diego, Jane and 
Rebecca set out to drive across America to Uncle 
Joley and the sanctuary of the Massachusetts apple 
orchard where he works. Joley directs Jane across 
the United States in a series of letters waiting for 
her in designated post offices. Each letter gives 
concise directions to the next post office; each 
letter provides Jane with a chance to reflect on her 
forgotten past.Ó 
 
The Pact Ð ÒFor eighteen years the Hartes and the 
Golds have lived next door to each other, sharing 
everything from Chinese food to chicken pox to 
carpool duty-- they've grown so close it seems they 
have always been a part of each other's lives. 
Parents and children alike have been best friends, 
so it's no surprise that in high school Chris and 
Emily's friendship blossoms into something more. 
They've been soul mates since they were born. So 
when midnight calls from the hospital come in, no 

  

  

one is ready for the appalling truth: Emily is dead 
at seventeen from a gunshot wound to the head. 
There's a single unspent bullet in the gun that Chris 
took from his father's cabinet-- a bullet that Chris 
tells police he intended for himself. But a local 
detective has doubts about the suicide pact that 
Chris has described.Ó  
 
More Jodi Picoult books will be described in the 
next Spire. 
 
Other books added to the Library include: 
Gone To Green by Judy Christie  
 Unexpectedly inheriting a small town newspaper, 
Lois Barker leaves her job at a large newspaper and 
moves to Green, Louisiana.  She must spend a year 
there before she can sell the paper.  One reviewer 
says ÒNarrated with the same warm charm as 
Philip GulleyÕs ÔHarmonyÕ seriesÉÓ Ð Library 
Journal 
 
For Mystery lovers! 
Where the Truth Lies by Elizabeth Ludwig & 
Janelle Mowery 
ÒCasey Alexander refuses to believe her aunt 
committed suicide. Convinced a murderer is hiding 
out in her auntÕs sleepy hometown, sheÕll do 
anything to uncover the truth. But as her personal 
investigation produces mounting evidence, the 
danger to Casey grows. Now sheÕll be forced to 
trust certain residents of Pine Mills for help, 
including local nursery owner, Luke 
KerrigainÉthe man with whom sheÕs falling in 
love withÉand who may be stalking her.Ó 
 
Stirring Up Strife by Jennifer Stanley 
ÒThe lighthearted first Hope Street Church mystery 
introduces 32-year-old Cooper Lee as she grapples 
with the end of a five-year romance. Despite the 
best efforts of her loving sister and grandmother, 
the Richmond, Va., office machine technician can't 
muster the enthusiasm to move on. When a client, 
Brooke Hughes, invites Cooper to attend a service 
at her church, Cooper decides it's a good 
opportunity to mingle with a new crowd. On her 
first visit to the imposing church, Cooper is 
welcomed into the Sunday morning Sunrise Bible 
Study group and learns that Brooke has been 
murdered and the police are holding her husband as 
the prime suspect. The Sunrise members believe 
him innocent and sweep up Cooper in pursuit of 
the real killer.Ó 
 
The Pawn by Steven James 
ÒFBI agent Patrick Bowers professional specialty is 
environmental criminology, which attempts to 
track lawbreakers by analyzing the significance of 
the time and place at which the crime occurred. 
When corpses of young women start turning up 
near Asheville, N.C., Bowers is called in. The 
killer's MO is to tie a yellow ribbon in his victims' 
hair and leave a chess piece somewhere on the 
scene.Ó  I enjoyed this book but then I like 
mysteries and thrillers Patterson, Cornwell, 
Johansen and others!  IÕll look for the others in this 
series. 
 

  

 



Region Annual Gathering 
in St. Paul, MN 

 
The annual regional gathering of 
Mid-American Baptist Churches is 
scheduled for Friday and Saturday, 
October 1-2.  One of our historic 
congregations, Pilgrim Baptist 
Church, in Saint Paul MN, is making 
preparations even now, and will 
welcome us to the Twin Cities with 
their gracious hospitality.   
 
We hope you will plan now to attend 
as we consider together our theme of 
"Shaped For Service."  Registration 
information has been sent to each 
region church.  You may also access 
the information or register online, go 
to the region website at mid-abc.org.  
The cost is $40, however please note 
that you may register as an "early 
bird" for only $35 by postmarking 
your registration no later than 
Saturday, September 25th.  We look 
forward to seeing you at "Shaped For 
Service." 
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Church School Begins 
September 12th  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Church School classes begin on September 
12, with classes for all ages. College 
students and young adults will be meeting 
for a meal each Sunday night at 6:00 pm, 
followed by study and fellowship in the 
college lounge on 2nd floor. The Theology 
Class will meet in the lounge and use the 
video series ÒReligion and Science: 
Pathways to TruthÓ hosted by Francis S. 
Collins, Director of the Human Genome 
Project.  Scientists and theologians address 
key issues in the relationship between 
religion and science, and the video 
presentation will serve as the jumping-off 
point for discussion. The Adult Bible Study 
that meets in the library will continue the 
ÒJourney Through the BibleÓ series with a 
study of the Gospel of Luke.  
 
Children K-4 will meet downstairs in the 
southeast classroom with Jan Thompson. All 
other grades will meet upstairs in the 
upstairs lounge with Rev. Susan Russell.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Coming October 3 
World Mission Offering 

 
Our contribution to the 2009 World Mission 
Offering will bring good news of the love of 
Jesus Christ to people all over the world 
while helping to meet human needs in the 
following areas: 
¥ Leading people to faith and starting new 

churches 
¥ Training future church leaders 
¥ Abolishing human trafficking 
¥ Promoting health in an HIV/AIDS world 
¥ Creating economic opportunity and building 

futures 
¥ Opening the mind and empowering the heart 
¥ Seeking peace and offering refuge 
 

CROP Walk October 10 
 

The Ames/Story County CROP Walk for 
Hunger is Sunday, October 10.  
Participants will gather at Maple Shelter 
in Brookside Park beginning at 1 pm, 
with the walk starting at 1:30.  First 
Baptist has long been a supporter and 
leading fundraiser for the CROP Walk, 
which helps alleviate hunger both in 
Ames and around the world.  Sponsor 
forms and other information will be 
available soon Ð for now, mark the date 
on your calendar!  And if you canÕt 
walk, please sponsor a walker. 

 

 

Dan Buttry to Visit First 
Baptist October 16-17 

 
ABC International Missionary Dan 
Buttry will be the speaker for our 
annual Fall Renewal Weekend, 
October 16-17.  Dan is an international 
consultant for peacemaking and 
conflict transformation.  He travels all 
over the world, working in places of 
conflict to bring about peace and teach 
peacemaking with pastors and lay 
leaders; denominational leaders; tribal, 
village and national leaders; and 
interfaith representatives.  His work 
has taken him to Bosnia, Myanmar, 
Nagaland, Cuba, the Republic of 
Georgia, Ukraine, Philippines, 
Israel/Palestine, and many other places 
as well as across the U.S.  He has 
written books on peacemaking, church 
vitality, and preaching, and his Bible 
study on conflict transformation has 
been translated into several languages.  
His most recent books are Interfaith 
Heroes and the follow-up book, 
Interfaith Heroes 2. 
 
The title of DanÕs presentation is 
ÒTransforming Interfaith Relationships 
OR WhatÕs a Baptist like You Doing 
in a Place like This?Ó  Given the 
national conversation about the 
proposed mosque in New York City 
and continuing tension over Christian-
Muslim relations, DanÕs presentations 
will be timely and help us to think 
about how we as Christians are to 
relate in a pluralistic world.  The 
schedule includes two presentations on 
Saturday afternoon and evening, with 
a potluck meal between presentations.  
On Sunday, Dan will preach in 
worship and share mission stories 
from around the world during the 
church school hour, and then meet 
with college students at our Student 
Supper at 6 pm.  Look for more details 
on our website and in the October 
Spire.  
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The Spire 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

200 Lynn Ave. 
Ames, IA  50014 

Worship Sundays 9:45am 
 

PHONE: 
515-292-9612 

 
FAX: 

515-292-0403 
 

E-MAIL: 
office@fbcames.org 

WeÕre on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.fbcames.org 

First Baptist Church is an open 
and caring family of faith

where worship is central and 
faith engages both heart and 

mind.  We are warmly 
ecumenical, delight in our 
diversity, and cherish our 

Baptist heritage of freedom.  
We are called by Christ to 
share GodÕs love with the 

campus, community, and the 
world. 

 

Éoutdoor worship on the front lawn

Sunday, August 29th, 9:45 am 
 

 

                            

 
 
We will welcome college students with our annual Worship  
Under The Trees service on August 29th. Our morning worship 
service will be held on the front lawn at the usual ti me, 9:45, 
with a meal to follow.  We will have barbecue from Hickor y 
Park; FBC regulars are asked to bring a dish to share and 
students and newcomers are asked to just show up and enjoy a 
great meal.  Beverages and table service will also be provided. 
Plan to join us and invite a friend! People to help  set up chairs, 
tables, electronic, and musical equipment are also needed at 8:30 
am, so email or call the church office if you can help.   

 
Take the opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, or family 

member to church. 
 

 

Come and sing with the 
choir this year. New
members are always 
welcome.  We rehearse in the 
lounge at the end of the hall 
on the first floor.  We would 
love to have you join us Ð 
that includes students too!  
Choir rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. 
 


