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PastorÕs Word 
 
Our theme during Lent has been ÒLiving Our Faith,Ó and we have been looking at 
different practices of faith Ð ways that we live out our faith on a day-to-day basis.  
In our study last Sunday evening, we considered the practice of singing.   
 
Music is found throughout the scriptures.  Moses and Miriam sing in celebration 
after the Israelites escape from bondage in Egypt.  There are the Psalms, all 150 of 
them, the hymns of the Hebrew people and the early church that are sung yet today.  
Luke chapter 2 includes four different songs:  MaryÕs Magnificat, ZechariahÕs song, 
the angels song to three shepherds, and the old priest Simeon singing when he sees 
the baby Jesus.  Paul includes portions of early Christian hymns in his letters. 
 
It would be hard to underestimate the importance of music for Christian faith.  
Music lifts our hearts in worship and singing together brings us together as a 
people.  John Wesley spoke of hymns as a Òbody of practical divinity,Ó and a lot of 
what we learn about God comes from songs that we sing.  As a child at Oakhill 
Baptist Church, I remember singing ÒJesus loves the little children, all the children 
of the world.  Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in his sight, Jesus 
loves the little children of the world.Ó  ItÕs hard to improve very much on the 
theology I learned from singing at age 4 or 5. 
 
Music stays with us.  I have seen people in nursing homes suffering from loss of 
memory, seemingly oblivious to their surroundings, perk up and sing along with 
great old hymns.  When almost all memory is gone, the music is still there. 
 
Music is a means of prayer.  St. Augustine said, Òwhoever sings prays twice,Ó 
speaking of both the words and the music.  A lot of what we sing has a power 
beyond the words.   
 
At our study, we played and talked about a number of songs that evoke strong 
feelings and bring to mind vivid memories for many people.  Kate Smith singing 
ÒGod Bless America.Ó  ÒWe Shall Overcome.Ó  ÒAuld Lang Syne.Ó  ÒAmazing 
Grace.Ó  ÒO God Our Help In Ages Past.Ó  We also listened to Elvis PresleyÕs 
ÒJailhouse Rock.Ó  And yes, the ISU Fight Song. 
 
It is hard to imagine life without music, and it is hard to imagine being a church 
without music.  As Holy Week and Easter approach, I think of all the wonderful 
music that helps us to remember and pray and feel and worship and celebrate.   On 
Palm Sunday, we will all process into the sanctuary waving our palms and singing 
ÒAll Glory, Laud and Honor.Ó  On Maundy Thursday, we will share in communion, 
hear scriptures read, and join in singing some of the prayerful songs from TaizŽ.  
On Good Friday, we will worship at Collegiate Presbyterian Church.  I have not 
seen the order of worship, but one of the traditional hymns for Good Friday is a 
favorite of mine, ÒWhat Wondrous Love Is This.Ó  And then there is the power and 
great joy of gathering on Easter morning to sing ÒChrist The Lord Is Risen Today.Ó 
 
I am thankful for the wonderful music in our church, and I am looking forward to 
singing with you in the days ahead! 
 
Blessings, 
Dave 
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Good Neighbor is Now Ten 
Years Old 

 
In April 1997 Good Neighbor Emergency 
assistance Cooperative opened its first 
office.  Within 3 weeks Good Neighbor 
disbursed over $5,000 in emergency 
assistance to 60 applicants.  Today Good 
neighbor continues to provide utility, rent, 
and food assistance every week of the year 
to an average of 41 families each month,  
Thanks to the support of its 23 member 
organizations and the contributions of 
people like you, Good Neighbor was able to 
give out $112,000 in assistance last year.  
You truly can make a major difference in the 
lives of your neighbors in Story County.   
 
A Spaghetti fundraiser to benefit the 
Healthy Food Voucher Program (which is 
under the direction of Good Neighbor) is 
planned for April 29th beginning at 5:30 pm.  
Come to Bethesda Lutheran Church on 1517 
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Northwestern Ave. for a meal and 
entertainment.  We will also bid good-bye 
and best wishes to Sieglinde Prior, who is 
taking a full time job with The Iowa Dept. of 
Health.  Hopefully, we will introduce the 
next director.  If you want to learn more 
about the Healthy Food Voucher Program or 
about Good Neighbor plan to attend.  
Donations will be collected at the door.  
Questions can be directed to the office at 
296-1449. 

 

America For Christ Update 
 
ÒFor the love of Christ urges us onÉÓ (2 
Corinthians 5:14-15). 
 
The America for Christ Offering was 
received throughout the month of March.  
The total received was $1,060.  Thank you 
for your generous donations.  Our America 
for Christ gifts support American Baptist 
mission throughout the United States and 
Puerto Rico, including in our own region. 
 
Christ modeled kindness we all can 
experience by being like the best good 
neighbor.  Thank you for what you do to 
show love to your neighbors in this country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

  

 
April 1 

Acolyte:  Crystina McShay 
Worship Leader: 
 Eric Newman 
Ushers:  Bob Parrish 
 Wallace Sanders 
 Michelle Leininger 
 Delmar Van Meter 
 

 
April 8 

Acolyte:     
 Marian Thompson 
Worship Leader: 
  Susan Russell 
Ushers:    
 Howard and Pat Johnson 
 Earl and Johnie Hammond 
 

 
April 15 

Acolyte:  Zoe Russell 
Worship Leader:  
 Jan Thompson 
Ushers:  Bob McCarley 
 Dave Prichard 
 Catherine Parrish 
  Tom Logue 
 

 
April 22 

Acolyte:  Crystina McShay 
Worship Leader:   
 James McShay 
Ushers:  Judy Demarest 
 Lois Macken 
 Wilma Robinson 
 Jere Maddux 
 
 

April 29 
Acolyte:  Marian Thompson 
Worship Leader:   
 Wayne Shireman 
Ushers:  Jeanine Cole 
 Mark Reuber 
 Barbara Woods 
  
 
 
Flowers for April 

Jenna McCarley 
 

Worship Leaders for 
April, 2007 

 

HOLY WEEK 
 
APRIL 1ST Ð PALM  
SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH 
PALM PROCESSIONÐ  
9:45AM       

 
 
APRIL 5TH Ð MAUNDY 

THURSDAY COMMUNION 
SERVICE, 7:00 PM 

APRIL 6TH Ð  
COMMUNITY  
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
12:10 Ð 12:50 PM,  
COLLEGIATE  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH APRIL 8TH - EASTER 

EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST Ð 8:30AM 
EASTER MORNING WORSHIP Ð 9:45 AM 
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Did you know that there are over a dozen 
translations of the Bible in our Church 
Library?  We also have several Bible 
dictionaries and commentaries.  Whether 
you're leading your Sunday School class or 
you're just curious, we have many resources 
available! 
 Recently donated to the Library: 
 
 
FEVER AND THIRST: A Missionary 
Doctor Amid The Christian Tribes of 
Kurdistan by Gordon Taylor 
 
Anyone who wonders about the current 
situation in Iraq or who is interested in 
missionary biography should read this book.  
Gordon Taylor, a Grinnell native, has written 
the story of Asahel Grant, MD, who went to 
the middle east in 1835 to serve as a 
Presbyterian missionary to the Nestorian 
Christians in the mountains of what is now 
northeast Iraq.  Gordon was a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Turkey and has returned to the 
area while carefully researching material for 
his book.  He not only details the amazing 
life of this man who packed a lifetime into 
eight years serving there.  Dr. Grant is still 
revered by many living in the area.  
 
Gordon adds much information about the life 
and times of the people in the area including 
the constant strife and warfare that has 
continued unabated until this day.  His 
account gives insight into the current 
situation confronting those who would bring 
peace and democracy to the tribal groups 
living there. 

Reviewed by Wayne Shireman 
 
 
The First Baptist Book Group will meet 
on April 25 at 7 pm.  In April, we will read 
the novel:  The Shunning, Lancaster County 
Series #1 by Beverly Lewis 
 
 

New In the Library This Month 

 
  

  

In the quiet Amish community of Hickory 
Hollow, Pennsylvania, time has stood still 
while cherished traditions and heartfelt 
beliefs have flourished. But a secret lies 
buried that could shatter the tranquility its 
inhabitants have grown to love.  When Katie 
Lapp stumbles upon a satin infant gown in 
the dusty leather trunk of her parentsÕ attic, 
she knows it holds a story she must discover. 
Why else would her Amish mother, a plain 
and simple woman who embraces the Old 
Order laws, hide the beautiful baby dress in 
the attic? 
  

Catherine Parrish 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leadership Planning 
 Part 2 1/2 

 
On March 10, the deacons, trustees, and 
Christian education committee met together 
for a planning meeting.  (Actually, this was 
rescheduled from February 24 because of the 
ice/snow storm).  Those in attendance 
considered changes all around us (in the 
community, in the university, in popular 
culture, in our denomination), how these 
changes might impact the church, and what 
we would like to see happen in the life of 
First Baptist Church in the next few years.  
Because the March meeting was especially 
productive (well, either that or especially 
long-winded), the conversation will continue 
in a second meeting on Saturday, April 14 at 
9 am.  This gathering is for all deacons, 
trustees, and Christian Ed members. 

 
 

 

  

 

A Capella Group To 
Sing, Wayne Shireman 
To Be Honored  
April 22 
 
No Better Cause, a five-man 
pop/R & B a capella singing 
group from Lincoln, Nebraska, 
will sing in our worship service 
on April 22.  The group will 
perform at VEISHEA on 
Saturday and then be with us 
here on Sunday morning.  The 
group will sing several songs 
during the service.  The groupÕs 
website may be found at 
www.nobettercause.com. 
 
There will be a Fellowship 
Time following worship that 
day to honor Dr. Wayne 
Shireman on the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination.  
Plan to join us for worship on 
April 22 and stay to celebrate 
this milestone with Wayne and 
his family. 
 
 
 

. 
 

April 2  Zoe Russell 
April 5  Lorene Hoover 
April 13  Eric Newman 
April 19  Betty Macdonald  
April 20  Elijah Phomvisay  
April 21  Pollie Malone 
April 22  Neil Logue 
April 23  Sue Nacin 
April 24  Marion Mehle 
April 26  Jessica Amaya  
April 26  Alissa Parrish 
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While I have been recovering from by-
pass surgery in Des Moines and at 
home, I have received many cards, visits, 
phone calls and other remembrances of 
encouragement, best wishes and prayers 
from members of First Baptist.  Pat and 
I are most grateful for your support 
during this time of ÒmendingÓ.  Thank 
you! 
  -Howard Johnson 

 
We would like to thank all of you at 
First Baptist Church for all the prayers, 
support, cards, and caring you have 
shown us during this year of RalphÕs 
illness.  It has helped us get through this 
difficult time.  We appreciate 
everything you have done. 

-Kay Lambert and family 
 
 

 
 

A baby shower has been planned 

for Gretchen and Scott Anderson 

who are expecting a baby boy. All 

members and friends of First 

Baptist are invited to attend the 

event on Saturday, May 19th at 

10:00 am in Fellowship Hall.  

Gretchen and Scott have registered 

at Target and Walmart. 
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Dunkers Update 
 

 
With one game remaining in the regular 
season, our First Baptist Dunkers 
basketball team is 7-2 and can tie for 
first place with a win in the final game 
on April 2.  The game is at 6:00 pm at 
the new Ames Middle School.  The 
league tournament will begin April 3.  
There will also be a postseason team 
banquet.  The Dunkers want to thank the 
loyal fans who come each week to root 
the team on.  Go Dunkers!  
 

 
Church members and friends are 
cordially invited to a wedding 
shower for Stephenie Core and Brian 
Keat on Sunday, April 15th at 2:00 
pm. in the church Fellowship Hall.  
The couple is registered at Target. 
 
 
 
 
 
You are all invited to the wedding of 
Stephenie Core and Brian Keat.  It 
will take place at First Baptist 
Church, on May 5th, at 3:00 in the 
afternoon.  A reception will follow at 
the Moose Lodge.  Please RSVP to 
Stephenie if you plan to come.  Call 
450-8726, or e-mail 
score@iastate.edu 
 

 
 

Trustees Activities Coming Up 
 

¥ Spring Workday:  We invite every 
one to an annual Spring Workday to 
be held on Saturday, April 28, starting 
at 9AM.  Stay for lunch if you can.  
There are plenty of miscellaneous jobs 
to do, indoors and outdoors, and one  
big job described below. 

¥ Plans to remove fence in back yard:  
The Trustees have decided to remove 
the fence around the back yard behind 
CCJ.  It is quite old and in disrepair at 
this time, and needs increasing 
attention.  Removal will facilitate 
access for mowing.  It will be 
removed on the Spring Workday, 
April 28. 

¥ Flower Care:  We are inviting anyone 
who is willing to assume the care of 
the perennial flowerbeds in the yard 
behind CCJ.  They have been badly 
neglected since the last pastor 
occupied the parsonage (now occupied 
by CCJ).  If no one is able to assume 
this task, we will probably convert 
those areas to grass sometime this 
year. 

 

 
Jessica Marie Mehle and Andrew Paul 
Beougher invite you to join in the 
celebration of their marriage on 
Saturday, the fifth of May, 2007 at 
5:30 in the evening, Ankeny Lakeside 
Center, 400 NW Lakeshore Drive, 
Ankeny, Iowa.  Reception following 
ceremony.  Please RSVP to 233-5634 
by April 5th.  See directions to 
Lakeside Center on the bulletin board. 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

1 

 
9:45am-Worship 
Communion 
11am-Church School 
6pm-Student Supper 

2 
6:30pm-ÒJust Us 
GirlsÓ, Phyllis 
PritchardÕs, 
3819 Emerald 
Dr. 
 
6pm-Basketball, 
new Ames 
Middle School 
 

3 
8am-MenÕs 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 

 
 

 

4 5 
7:00 pm 

 
Communion 
Service 

 

6 

 
12:10 noon 
Community Good 
Friday Service, 
Collegiate 
Presbyterian 
Church 

7 
 

8  

 
8:30 am Ð Easter 
Breakfast 
9:45am- Easter Worship 
No Church School 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm-Choir 

 
 

13 
 
 

14 
9am-Leadership 
Planning 
Meeting 

 
 
 

15  
9:45am-Worship 
11am-Church School 
2pm-Wedding Shower 
for Stephenie Core and 
Brian Keat, FH 
6pm-Student Supper 

16 
6:30pm-
Christian 
Education 

 

17 
8am-MenÕs 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 

 

18 
 

19 
 
 
6:30pm-Choir 

20 
 
Wedding 
Rehearsal 

21 
2pm-Wedding, 
Abidoye/Awoni
yi 

 

22   
9:45am-Worship 
ÒNo Greater CauseÓ A 
Capella group  
10:45am-Fellowship for 
Wayne ShiremanÕs 50th 
Anniversary of 
Ordination 
11:15am-Church 
School  
6pm-Student Supper 

23 
23-25-Tri-
Region 
Ministers 
Conference, 
Sioux City, SD 

24 
 
8am-MenÕs 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 

 

25 
 
7pm-Trustees 
7pm-Book 
Group, library 

26 
  

6:30pm-Choir 

27 

 
4:30-7:30pm 
CCJ Pancake 
Supper Fundraiser, 
front lawn here at 
First Baptist 

28 
 
 

 
9am-All Church 
Spring Work  
Day 

29 
9:45am-Worship 
College Graduate 
Recognition 
11am-Church School 
6pm-Student Supper 

30 
ISU Finals Week 

      
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 April   

2005200
5 

 

Fred and Dianne Borgen, 
April 4 

 
Kent and Ngaire Johnson, 

April 29 
 

Coming in May 
May 5 Ð ISU Graduation  
May 13 Ð MotherÕs Day / Christian Education Recognition Sunday 
May 19 Ð Baby Shower for Gretchen & Scott Anderson, 10:00 am 
May 20 Ð Last day of Church School 
May 27 Ð Pentecost / Graduation recognition for Pastor Dave Russell, Dr. of 
Ministry  
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The Spire 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

200 Lynn Ave. 
Ames, IA  50014 

Worship Sundays 9:45am 
 

PHONE: 
515-292-9612 

 
FAX: 

515-292-0403 
 

E-MAIL:  
office@fbcames.org 

WeÕre on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.fbcames.org 

First Baptist Church 
200 Lynn Ave. 

Ames, IA  50014-7188 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Baptist Church is an open 
and caring family of faith 

where worship is central and 
faith engages both heart and 

mind.  We are warmly 
ecumenical, delight in our 
diversity, and cherish our 

Baptist heritage of freedom.  
We are called by Christ to 
share GodÕs love with the 

campus, community, and the 
world. 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
AMES, IA 

PERMIT NO. 115 

Story County Community 
Housing 
 
Story County Community Housing 
Corporation (SCCHC) will have an 
information coffee at the home of Earl and 
Johnie Hammond, 2203 Northcrest Drive 
on April 17th at 7:00 pm.  SCCHC helps 
low income families with rental housing 
and home ownership.  This is an 
opportunity for service! 
 
 

 
 
Graduation time is upon us!  If you or 
anyone in your family (son, daughter, 
grandson, granddaughter) is graduating, 
please let us know. We will feature 
graduates in the May Spire.  Please call the 
church office at 292-9612 or email 
office@fbcames.org. 
 

Call for 
Spring 

Graduates 

 
 

CCJ Pancake Supper April 27 
 
The Center for Creative Justice will hold a 
pancake supper on Friday, April 27 from 
4:30-7:30 pm on the front lawn of the 
church.  For $6, diners can enjoy all you 
can eat pancakes.  Proceeds will benefit the 
work of CCJ; its mission is Òto help 
members of the community achieve 
peaceful resolution of conflict through 
individualized probation services, creative 
dispute resolution strategies, and 
community education.Ó  First Baptist 
helped to begin CCJ in 1974 and has 
partnered with CCJ since that time.  We 
invite you to enjoy pancakes and support 
the work of the Center for Creative Justice.  
In case of rain, the pancake supper will be 
held in the Fellowship Hall.   
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