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PastorÕs Word 
 

We have come to Holy Week, when we remember and reflect and in the end 
celebrate the events of that momentous week in JesusÕ life.  We go from the 
anticipation and excitement of Palm Sunday to the challenge and 
introspection of Maundy Thursday to the devastation and emptiness of 
Good Friday, and ultimately to the unbridled joy of Easter morning. 
 
ItÕs a lot to pack into one week.  And if it seems like an emotional roller 
coaster from our vantage point, imagine what it must have been like for 
JesusÕ followers at the time. 
 
For me, it is important to take it all in.  The joy of Easter is fuller when we 
have experienced all that comes before.  We will gather on Palm Sunday 
and wave palm branches.  We will gather together on Thursday to 
remember JesusÕ Passover meal with the disciples in the Upper Room.  On 
Friday, we will meet with folks from other churches in Bandshell Park and 
remember the road to the cross as we walk behind the cross through 
downtown Ames.  And after all of this, we will gather again on Sunday 
morning to celebrate resurrection. 
 
New life only comes after death.  We certainly see signs of this all around 
us.  After months of snow, the ground has appeared again and we are seeing 
those first signs of spring as shoots start to appear and grass begins to turn 
green.  I saw a crocus in bloom yesterday; we have had robins in our yard 
and this morning I heard a woodpecker.  Our family was in Arkansas last 
week and saw daffodils and forsythias in bloom and flowering trees, a sign 
of things to come here.  After the deadness of winter, new life springs forth.   
 
But new life is not only something that takes place in the natural world.  
After losses of all kinds - disappointments, heartaches, the loss of a job, the 
loss of a relationship, the diminishing of skills and abilities, and even death 
- new life is possible.  Sometimes it comes slowly and haltingly, but God 
can bring new life beyond all of the deaths we experience. 
 
This Sunday, our choir will present the cantata, ÒTouched by the Christ.Ó  In 
word and in music, it explores the events of Holy Week from the 
perspective of various people Ð people who experienced loss and ultimately 
new life.  I invite you to join us! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Dave 
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America for Christ Update 
 
 

 
 
$605.00 has been received through March 21st 
for the ABC-sponsored America for Christ 
Offering.   This yearÕs theme is ÒWith Willing 
HandsÑConnect, Care, Celebrate.Ó  America for 
Christ gifts support Christ-centered ministries in 
the United States and Puerto Rico.  Some of their 
work involves resettling refugees who have been 
driven from their homeland by violence.  They 
also address Children in Poverty initiatives. 
Think about the words in that theme.  Thank you 
to everyone who has donated to this worthwhile 
offering. 
 
Hygiene Kits for Haiti Response 

    
 
In last monthÕs Spire we reported sending 375 
hygiene kits to the Church World Service 
Distribution Center in Little Rock.  Additionally, 
we sent $877.80 to CWS for Haiti Earthquake 
Response and for processing and shipping the 
kits.  Here is a letter of thanks. 
 
Dear Friends: 
I want to thank you for your generous 
contribution Ð especially appreciated in this 
challenging economy.  Thanks to caring donors 
like you, Church World Service can provide 
food, water and other necessities to families 
displaced by war or natural disasters, as we are 
doing in Haiti now.  
 
While these are sobering days, I remain hopeful 
because of the creative, resilient women, men, 
and children we assist around the world, and 
because of caring people like you, who empower 
us to act on your behalf in our wounded world.  
May God bless you for your compassionate 
support. 
 
Rev. John L. McCullough 
Executive Director and CEO 
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April 4 
Acolyte:  Zoe Russell 
 or Marian Thompson 
 
Worship Leader:  
  Susan Russell 
  
Ushers:  Bob Parrish 
 Wallace Sanders 
 Marian/Jan Thompson 
 Ngaire West-Johnson 
 

 
 

April 11 
Acolyte:     Zoe Russell 
 or Marian Thompson 
 
Worship Leader: 
  Jan Thompson 
Ushers:    
 Howard Johnson 
 Pat Johnson 
 Johnie Hammond 
 
 

April 18 
Acolyte:  Logan Hemmen 
 
Worship Leader:  
 Wayne Shireman 

Ushers:  Bob McCarley 
 Russ Watson 
  Tom Logue 
 Jerilyn Logue 
 

 
April 25 

Acolyte:  Zoe Russell 
  
Worship Leader:   
 Marian Thompson 

Ushers:  Judy Demarest 
 Lois Macken 
 Wilma Robinson 
 Jere Maddux 
 
 

Flowers for April 
 

Jenna McCarley 
 

 

Worship Leaders for 
April, 2010 

 

 
 
Our eleventh annual Music Camp is set for 
July 5-9.  The camp will run from 9-11:30 
am each day and is for those who have 
completed grades K-6.  As usual, we will 
have a great lineup of special musical 
guests, fun games, new friends, and more.  
 
We need counselors, kitchen workers, and 
other volunteers to make Music Camp a 
success!  Please talk to Mindy Phomvisay 
or Pastor Dave if you can help.  You can 
also help by encouraging neighbors, 
friends, grandchildren, etc. to attend our 
camp.  Brochures will be available soon. 
 
 
 
 

 
Calling all knitters, scissor-nippers, knot-
tie-rs, crocheters, needle-sew-ers, and just 
plain anybody interested:  You are joyfully 
invited to gather in a really cool circle!  
Sunday afternoon, April 18th, 3-5 p.m., will 
be the first gathering for folks interested in 
making prayer shawls/quilts/lap blankets.  
Come have a cup of tea, learn about the 
prayer shawl ministry and get started!  We 
will meet in the church lounge.  Please see 
Beth Douglass if you are interested. 
 
 
 

Music Camp 

 2009 

 

July 5-9 



 
 

April 
 Zoe Russell  2 

Lorene Hoover  5 
Regan Smith  9 
Elijah Phomvisay 20 
Pollie Malone 21
Neil Logue  22 
Sue Nacin  23 
Marion Mehle  24 
Jessica Amaya  26 
Alissa Parrish  26 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority 

All-You-Can-Eat Pancake 
Breakfast 

Sunday, April 11, 9am Ð 1 pm 

120 Lynn Ave. 

$5.00 per ticket 

The money raised will benefit Dance 
Marathon and ChildrenÕs Miracle 

Network. 
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Prayer List 
 

A prayer list is published in the bulletin each
Sunday.  If you have a prayer concern that 
you would like to have to be listed in the 
bulletin, please let one of the pastors know 
(a written note helps on Sunday morning!) or 
call the office during the week.  During 
worship, there is also an opportunity to 
verbally share concerns.  To respect privacy, 
we do not announce the hospitalization or 
illness of a member without permission, and 
we do not put persons on the prayer list 
without permission or a request to do so. 
 

 

 

New Church Directories 

Our new pictorial directories are scheduled 
to ship to us in early April.  Each family will 
receive a copy of the directory and they will 
be available on Sunday mornings after we 
have received them.  More details to come! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are delighted to welcome Gabe Whitaker 
as a new member.  Gabe has attended First 
Baptist since he began as a student at ISU 
back in 2002.  He is a veteran player on the 
First Baptist Dunkers basketball team.  Now 
an ISU graduate, he is employed at Camp 
Dodge.  Gabe is a First Lieutenant/soon to 
be Captain and became his company 
commander in the National Guard in March.  
His engineering company will deploy to 
Afghanistan this summer.   

GabeÕs parents, John and Lorrie, attended
First Baptist when they were ISU students in 
the 1970Õs.  His brother Dan also attended 
here while in school and his sister Becca is a 
current ISU student who also attends First 
Baptist.  Welcome, Gabe! 

 

 

  

Host Family Needed 
 

There is a need for a host family for a 
student from Rwanda who is graduating 
from DMACC and will be an ISU student 
this fall.  First Baptist in Des Moines has 
helped to sponsor him during his time at 
DMACC.  This would involve providing 
room and 
some meals.  For more information, please 
see Pastor Dave. 
 

 
 

 
 

Go ye into all the world É. and 
bring back recipes! 
 
This year's annual First Baptist cook-off's 
theme will be dishes from around the 
world.  This can be something from your  
heritage or any ethnic food you choose. We 
will hold the cook-off on Sunday night 
April 11 at 6 p.m.  Money raised from 
voting will be donated to our local MICA 
Food Shelf.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
The church will be changing over to an 
online format in a few months.  In 
preparation for this change we need your 
input.  We appreciate that many of our out-
of-town readers have sent us your email 
addresses or a note telling us that you 
prefer to receive a paper copy. If you have 
not responded please continue to notify us 
by email to us at office@fbcames.org or 
send us a note.   

 

Graduation time is upon us!  If 
you or anyone in your family 
(son, daughter, grandson, 
granddaughter) is graduating, 
please let us know. Yes, itÕs 
your turn to be proud and brag 
a little!  We will feature 
graduates in the May Spire.  
Please call the church office at 
292-9612 or email 
office@fbcames.org. 
 

 



              
      

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

  
 

  1 
7pm- 

 
Service 
 

12 noon-
Community Good 
Friday 
processional 
starting at 
Bandshell Park 

3 
 

4 

 
8:30 am Ð Easter 
Breakfast 
9:45am- Easter Worship 
No Church School 

5 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 

 

6 
8am-MenÕs 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
6:30pm-Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 

 

8 
 

 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
9:45am-Worship 
10:15am-Fellowship 
time 
11:15am-Church 
School  
6:00 pm-Cook-Off 

 
 

 

12 
Church Office 
Closed 
 

 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm-Christian 
Education 
 
7pm-Trustees, 
library 

14 
6:30pm-Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

15 
 

16 

 
17 
 

18 
9:45am-Worship 
11am-Church School  
3-5pm-Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, lounge 
6pm-Student Supper 

 

19 
Church Office 
Closed 
 

 

20 
8am-MenÕs 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 

 

21 
6:30pm-Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

22 
  
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
9:45am-Worship 
11am-Church School 
6pm-Student Supper 
 
 
 

26 
Church Office 
Closed 

27 
 

28 
 
6:30pm-Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

29 
 
 

30  

 
 
 
 

  

 April, 2010 

 

Fred and Dianne Borgen 
April 4 

 
Kent and Ngaire 
Johnson, April 29 

Coming in May 
May 2 Ð College Graduate Recognition 
May 8 Ð ISU Graduation 
May 9 Ð MotherÕs Day 
May 16 Ð H.S. Graduate Recognition 
May 23 Ð Last day of Church School Classes 
May 23 Ð Christian Education Workers Recognition 
May 30 Ð Ice Cream Social 
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April 12 Ð 14 Ð MABC Ministers Council Retreat 



The Spire
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

200 Lynn Ave. 
Ames, IA  50014 

Worship Sundays 9:45am 
 

PHONE: 
515-292-9612 

 
FAX: 

515-292-0403 
 

E-MAIL: 
office@fbcames.org 

WeÕre on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.fbcames.org 

First Baptist Church 
200 Lynn Ave. 

Ames, IA  50014-7188 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Baptist Church is an open 
and caring family of faith

where worship is central and 
faith engages both heart and 

mind.  We are warmly 
ecumenical, delight in our 
diversity, and cherish our 

Baptist heritage of freedom.  
We are called by Christ to 
share GodÕs love with the 

campus, community, and the 
world. 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID
AMES, IA 

PERMIT NO. 115 

HOLY WEEK 
 
MARCH 28TH

    Ð PALM  
SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH  
PALM PROCESSION  
& CANTATA Ð  
9:45AM        

APRIL 1ST
  

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

COMMUNION 

SERVICE, 7:00 PM 
 

HAPRIL 2ND
 Ð COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY PROCESSION WILL START AT  

HBANDSHELL PARK , 12 NOON. AFTER A BRIEF SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER, 
 THOSE ASSEMBLED WI LL PROCESS BEHIND A CROSS DOWN MAIN STREET  

DENDING AT THE OLD TRAIN DEPOT.

 
-   EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4TH

  
EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST Ð 8:30AM 
EASTER MORNING WORSHIP Ð 9:45 AM 
 

          


