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 First Baptist Church, Ames, Iowa 

 

 

Pastor’s Word 
At the New Baptist Covenant Celebration in Atlanta earlier this year, those of us in 
attendance (over 15,000 of us!) not only heard from preachers and clergy-types, but 
also from well-known laypersons including Marian Wright Edelman, John 
Grisham, Jimmy Carter, Al Gore, and Bill Clinton.  One of the speakers was our 
own Sen. Chuck Grassley, who spoke on the problem of hunger in our world, our 
responsibility as Christians to feed hungry people, and some of the challenges of 
food policy and food security. 
 
Following the session in which Sen. Grassley spoke, Michael Thompson went to 
the front of the auditorium (mind you, there were probably 10-12,000 people in 
attendance), found Sen. Grassley, and visited with him.  Following that initial 
conversation, Michael has continued to be in contact with Sen. Grassley, leading to 
Sen. Grassley agreeing to come to our church to speak on April 13. 
 
Having a United States Senator come to speak at our church may raise questions for 
some people.  Just in case it is necessary, let me mention a few things: 
 
1) We still believe in the separation of church and state.  We believe that the 
government must not privilege any particular religion (or non-religion) by showing 
preference for one faith over another (and as Baptists, we remember when we were 
the “other.”)  We also believe that government must not interfere with the practice 
of religious faith.   
 
2) Separation of church and state does not mean that Christians cannot be involved 
in public life.  Sen. Grassley is a Baptist layperson and member of a congregation 
in Cedar Falls, and the fact that he was elected to the Senate does not change this.  
Our own Johnie Hammond gave us a good model of living out one’s faith 
commitments in the public arena as she served in the Iowa House and Senate.  
Those in public life do not somehow lose their responsibility to serve God or the 
right to be a person of faith. 
 
3) Separation of church and state does mean that churches do not endorse 
candidates for office.  Sen. Grassley’s visit is not a political rally, but a gathering of 
Christians in which we will celebrate our unity in Christ and address the important 
issue of feeding a hungry world. 
 
4) Related to number 3, we need to be careful about identifying any party or 
particular ideology as “God’s Party.”  Some Christians can get so enamored with a 
particular political view that it becomes for them a measure of faith.  But to put 
allegiance to a political party or movement above allegiance to God is to commit 
what the Bible calls idolatry. 
 
Whatever our own political affiliation, we can applaud when someone such as Sen. 
Grassley serves God through public life.  We may come from many different 
places, but we can all agree that God calls us to care for people in need.  Jesus said, 
“When did you see me hungry and give me food? ….  When you did it unto the 
least of these, you did it unto me.” 
 
I invite you to join us on April 13 at 4 pm to hear Sen. Chuck Grassley.  We are 
inviting other congregations to join with us and look forward to gathering together. 
 
Blessings, 
Dave 
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Missions 
 
America For Christ Update 
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The total received through March 
23rd for the America for Christ 
Offering is $1,097.30.  The America 
for Christ Offering is a significant 
source of funding for National 
Ministries that continues its 
widespread outreach across the 
United States and in Puerto Rico.  
Some ways in which mission on our 
doorstep takes place are through: 
Volunteer in Mission; refugee 
resettlement ministries; evangelism 
ministries; chaplaincy and pastoral 
counseling ministries; Children in 
Poverty initiative and youth 
ministries.   
 
Your gifts to the 2008 America for 
Christ Offering will support these 
endeavors and many more.  
 
 
 

 
Offering Total 

On Sunday, February 17th, our church 
received an offering for the work of Habitat 
For Humanity of Central Iowa and the total 
was $516.30.  First Baptist is a Covenanting 
Congregation with Habitat and supports 
Habitat through prayer, volunteering on 
home building, and financial resources. 
Thank you for your contributions to this 
organization that benefits people right here 
in Story County. 

MICA Food Shelf 
In February and September First Baptist 
contributes to Mid-Iowa Community Action 
Food Shelf.  In February members 
contributed many bags of groceries and 
$220.00 in cash contributions to help people 
who are in need.  Thank you for caring. 
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Acolyte:  Zoe Russell 
Worship Leader:  
 Eric Newman 
  
Ushers:  Bob Parrish 
 Wallace Sanders 
 Michelle Leininger 
 Delmar Van Meter 
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Acolyte:     
 Marian Thompson 
Worship Leader: 
  James McShay 
Ushers:    
 Howard and Pat Johnson 
 Earl and Johnie Hammond 
 

�
 

	���
��
�
Acolyte:  Crystina McShay 
Worship Leader:  
 Youth Sunday 
Ushers:  Bob McCarley 
 Russ Watson 
 Catherine Parrish 
  Tom Logue 
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Acolyte:  Zoe Russell 
Worship Leader:   
 Christina Shivers 
Ushers:  Judy Demarest 
 Lois Macken 
 Wilma Robinson 
 Jere Maddux 
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Jenna McCarley 
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Worship Leaders for 
April, 2008 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are already making plans for this 
summer’s Music Camp.  Dates are June 9- 
13, from 9-11:30 am each morning. 
 
Our Music Camp is a hands-on experience 
in music and related arts for children who 
have completed grades K-6.  The camp 
features musical guests, hands-on learning 
activities, and choir groups as well as great 
snacks and a fun campers’ talent show.  
For the past few years, campers have 
learned a musical that they have presented 
during the closing program on Friday.  
This will be our ninth Music Camp, and we 
generally have 50-60 campers with us for 
the week.  
 
As always, we will need your help getting 
the word out about our camp.  Please tell 
family, friends, and neighbors about our 
camp and the good time we have. A 
brochure registration form will be available 
soon for you to pick up at church. 
 
 
 
 
 

UCC Theologian in Residence 
The United Church of Christ will have its 
annual Theologian in Residence program 
this Saturday, April 5th with Dr. Diana 
Butler Bass.  Dr. Bass will explore the 
cultural changes that have had an impact 
on mainline churches and the ways in 
which vital congregations are responding 
to these changes and stimulating renewal.  
The event is from 9 am - 3 pm with lunch 
(registration needed for lunch)  More info 
may be found on the UCC-Congregational 
website at http://www.amesucc.org/ or on 
Diana Butler Bass' website at 
http://www.dianabutlerbass.com/ 
 

Music 
Camp 2008 

 

June 9 - 13 



 

 
Zoe Russell Qualifies For 

National Debate Meet 
 
At the Western Iowa District 
Congressional Debate Meet held 
March 30 in Cherokee, Zoe Russell 
placed first in her House, qualifying 
for the National Meet this summer.   
Participants in Congress debate and 
vote on bills that are written and 
submitted by students and are rated by 
judges on content, evidence, 
reasoning, presentation, cross-
examination, and parliamentary 
procedure.  Congratulations, Zoe!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 April 2  Zoe Russell 

April 5  Lorene Hoover 
April 13  Eric Newman 
April 19  Betty Macdonald  
April 20  Elijah Phomvisay  
April 21  Pollie Malone 
April 22  Neil Logue 
April 23  Sue Nacin 
April 24  Marion Mehle 
April 26  Jessica Amaya  
April 26  Alissa Parrish 
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Dunkers Win Regular Season Title 
 

Our church basketball team, the First 
Baptist Dunkers, completed the regular 
season with a perfect 10-0 record, the 
first-ever undefeated regular season.  
They will play in the league tournament 
March 31-April 1 and April 7-8.  On 
Monday, March 31, First Baptist faces 
Stonebrook #1 at 6 pm at United 
Community School.  On Tuesday, April 
1, we will play at 9 pm at the Ames 
Middle School.   
 
Players include Eric Newman, Aiddy 
Phomvisay, Andrey Ukhanov, Daniel 
Doyle, Jake Richard, Mike Hubbard, 
Kent Johnson, Dave Russell, Brian 
Wickett, and Nick Rieck.  Keith Stanger, 
a Dunker from previous seasons, also 
made a cameo appearance while he and 
Janeille were en route moving from 
South Bend to Oklahoma.  
 

 

 
 
CCJ Pancake Supper April 25 

 
The Center for Creative Justice will hold 
its second annual Pancake Supper on 
Friday, April 25 from 4:30-7:30 pm here 
at First Baptist Church in Fellowship 
Hall. For $6, diners can enjoy all you can 
eat pancakes.  Proceeds will benefit the 
work of CCJ.  First Baptist helped to 
begin CCJ in 1974 and has partnered 
with CCJ since that time.  We invite you 
to enjoy pancakes and support the work 
of the Center for Creative Justice. 
 
 

 

 
 
First Baptist Polo Shirt 
Orders Extended to  
April 13 

 
Now you can proudly wear an 
FBC polo shirt!  We will be 
ordering polo shirts embroidered 
with a First Baptist logo.  The 
shirts are available in a wide 
variety of fashion colors for the 
low, low price of $16 each. Order 
forms and a flier with more 
information, colors available, etc. 
are on the bulletin board, or call 
or stop by the office for more 
details. 
 
This is a great way to “advertise” 
First Baptist, and a comfortable 
and attractive shirt.  Deadline for 
shirt orders is Easter.  While you 
are at it, why not order two? 

 

 

 
Graduation time is upon us!  If 
you or anyone in your family 
(son, daughter, grandson, 
granddaughter) is graduating, 
please let us know. Yes, it’s your 
turn to be proud and brag a little!  
We will feature graduates in the 
May Spire.  Please call the church 
office at 292-9612 or email 
office@fbcames.org. 
 

 Call for 
Spring 

Graduates 
 



              
      

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

  1 
8am-Men’s 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 

 
9pm-FBC will 
play at Ames 
Middle School 

2 
 
 
 
7:00pm-Choir 
 

3 
 
6:30pm-Church 
Finance Workshop 
at First Baptist 
Church of Des 
Moines, Johnston 
 

4 
 

 

5 
 

6  
9:45am-
Worship/Communion 
11am- Church School 
6pm-Student Summer 

7 
 

 

8 
 
6pm-Deacons 
7pm-Trustees 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
7:00pm-Choir 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 
 
Veishea 

13  
9:45am-Worship 
10:45am-Fellowship 
Time 
11:15am-Church 
School 
4:00 pm-“Feeding a 
Hungry World” 
presentation by U.S. 
Senator Chuck Grassley 
here at FBC! 
5pm-Fellowship Hour 

14 

 
15 
8am-Men’s 
Breakfast, 
Perkins 
 

16 
 
7:00pm-Choir 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

20   
9:45am-Worship 
11am-Church School  
5pm-Taizé Worship 
6pm-Student Supper 

21 
6:30pm-
Christian 
Education 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
7:00pm-Choir 
 

24 
  

 

25 
 
 
4:30-7:30pm 
CCJ Pancake 
Supper Fundraiser, 
First Baptist, FH 

26 
 
 
 

27 
9:45am-Worship 
11am-Church School 
6pm-Student Supper 

28 
 

29 
 
6pm-Deacons 

30 
 
7:00pm-Choir 
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Fred and Dianne Borgen, 
April 4 

 
Kent and Ngaire Johnson, 

April 29 
 

Coming in May 
May 4 – Pastor Dave’s last Sunday before Sabbatical/Graduate Recognition 
Sunday 
May 11 – Pentecost / Mother’s Day 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

200 Lynn Ave. 
Ames, IA  50014 

Worship Sundays 9:45am 
 

PHONE: 
515-292-9612 

 
FAX: 

515-292-0403 
 

E-MAIL: 
office@fbcames.org 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.fbcames.org 

���!"�#��"�!"�$���%��
200 Lynn Ave. 

Ames, IA  50014-7188 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Baptist Church is an open 
and caring family of faith 

where worship is central and 
faith engages both heart and 

mind.  We are warmly 
ecumenical, delight in our 
diversity, and cherish our 

Baptist heritage of freedom.  
We are called by Christ to 
share God’s love with the 

campus, community, and the 
world. 
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Non-Fiction 
Interfaith Heroes by Daniel Buttry and David Crumm 
 "Interfaith Heroes" is an inspiring 31-day reader, showcasing short biographies of men and women 
throughout history who have crossed traditional boundaries of religious groups to build stronger 
communities. The dramatic story of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is included as well as 
biographical sketches of Mahatma Gandhi and St. Francis, among the more famous names in the book. 
But most readers will discover new uplifting stories, including the recently documented efforts by 
Albanian Muslims during World War II to hide Jews in their attics. Sketches of other famous leaders 
include Baptist pioneer Roger Williams, the Sufi poet best known simply as Rumi, Hindu writer 
Rabindranath Tagore, Jewish theologian Martin Buber, the American evangelist Howard Thurman and 
the French Catholic Cardinal Aaron Jean-Marie Lustiger. These stories were written and edited by 
Daniel Buttry, an international peace negotiator for American Baptist Churches.  Also included is a 
Study Guide for individuals, groups and classrooms plus suggestions for organizing new, regional 
interfaith groups. The book is supplemented with online content at www.InterfaithHeroes.info and 
readers are invited to read this book - and nominate more heroes whose lives will be honored and 
explored in future editions of this series. 
 
Fiction 
Whispers of the Bayou by Mindy Starns Clark 
From the author of the popular Million Dollar Mysteries and Smart Chick Mysteries comes a new 
standalone novel full of hidden staircases, buried secrets, and the promise of hope found in knowing 
God. 
    Miranda Miller wasn't looking for the news the day the letter came. But, trying to survive in troubled 
circumstances, she welcomes the chance to change her location for a period of time. The letter informs 
her that her grandparents estate is finally about to become hers. She immediately heads down to 
Louisiana and the old house by the bayou. 
    Reminiscent of old Gothic tales, "Whispers" has a complex mystery and a vivid sense of the Deep 
South. It shows how God can take the darkest circumstances and use them to light a bright path leading 
to the future. 
 
Youth 
Black Stars African American Religious Leaders by Jim Haskins 
    The mini-biographies in this inspiring book tell the remarkable stories of the most notable African 
American religious leaders in America's history including such well-known leaders as Sojourner Truth, 
Nat Turner, Elijah Muhammad, Adam Clayton Powell Jr., Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr., Jesse L. 
Jackson, Al Sharpton, and T. D. Jakes. and many lesser known leaders. 
         Catherine Parrish for the Library Committee 
 

New in the Library This Month! 


