The Spire

irst Baptist Church, Ames, lowa

PastorOs Word

We donOt pay mucheition to Canada. Sure, they have great ketcBapddian
Heinz is much tangiddtry it!), and we blame Canada for our bad weather
(OAnother frigid Canadian air mass is descendinh@Midwest!O), but we
generally donOt notice our northern neighlford this certainly goes for Canadia
religion. Other than a theologian or two known thot clergy and academics, t
most famous Canadian religious figure that comemsital is Aimee Semple
McPherson and the height of her popularity was 70 years ago.

All of this is to say that | doubt that you haveata: of the recent advertising
campaign by the United Church of Canada. A worriad dnd left the church
$10.5 million to be used on innovative methodsstach unchurched people. An
advertising campaigwas developed aimed at-86 year olds who donOt go to

December, 2( churchbwhich in Canada, even more than the U.S., is mbttem. The
campaign features fupage magazine advertisements that direct readers to
VOI ume 52 y N( website www.wondercafe.cathat features a place for conversation abouitsplr

topics and information about the church.

The ads are quite provocative. They include thiikgsa OBobblehead Jesus,O
Bible filled with OagreeO and OdisagreeO stiaky,aotew baby with a Owarning
wristband for parents, a traditional wedding cakifigurines of two men on top
Dec. Worship Leaders 2 and Jesus in the Santa chair at the mall, withild oh his lap. The ads donOt tal
any particular positions on issues but simply asésgios and encourage readers

Individual Highlights:

RMMO 2 . . . L . L

) _ think and discuss matters of faith, and invite theratruggle with spiritual
Christmas Offering 2 guestions with others in the church. | have skeratls on their website, and |
New In The Library 3 think they are pretty gooEiespecially given their target audience

Special Worship Services .
But you can probably guess the reaction to the &tsne people are pretty angry

Alternative Gifts 3 Folks have a problem with Jesus as the mall SaFtiés may be more because it

Christmas Dinner 4 seems disrespectful to Santa than it seems disréfgp® Jesus. When [ first saw

Births & Baby Shower 4 the ad, it just looked wronBJesus did not belong there. What is Jesus daing i
. Christmas? And then it hit me how the culture $@saken over the celebration ¢

Birthdays 4 JesusO birth.

Basketball 4

Stewardship 4 IGm not blaming retailers who proclaim OHappy Ilep$i® for diminishing the

D celebration of the birth of Christ. Their job &gell stuff. And IOm not blaming
ecember Calendar 5 . . i . . -

schools that have holiday concerts with no religiowsic, or municipal light
Christmas Greetings 6 displays that leave out the nativity scene. Tluiris to serve people of all faiths

If we aredepending on retailers or schools or the governieptoclaim JesusO
birth and the hope that Christ brings, then weirmteouble. It is not their job, it is

our job.
The Spireublished monthly
except July and August Well, these are some of my thoughts after seeimgneagazine advertisemerit
Rev. David W. Russell, Pastor guess the ad did what it was intended to do. A#n say is, OThanks, Canadian
dave@fbcames.org
Rev. Susan Russell, Assat# Blessings, eh?

Pastorsusan@fbcames.org
First Baptist Church
200 Lynn Ave. Dave

Ames, IA 500147188
office@fbcames.org
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December Worship
Leaders

December 3

Gathering Music
Thompsons
Worship Leader:
Susan Russe
Ushers: Bob Parrish, Jere
Maddux, Wallze Sanders,
Delmar Van Meter

December 1

Acolyte: Crystina McShay
Gathering Music
Thompsons

Worship Leader:

Eric Newman
Ushers: Howard and Pa
Johnson, Earl and Johnie
Hammond

December 1

Acolyte: Marian Thompsor
Gathering Music Tape
Worshp Leader:

James McSha
Ushers:Bob McCarley, Tom
Logue, Dave Prichard,
Catherine Parrish

December 2

Acolyte: Zoe Russel
Gathering Music

Kent Johnsor
Worship Leader:

Joe Parrist

Ushers:Judy Demarest, Loi:
Macken, Wilma Robinson,
Michelle Leninger

December 3

Acolyte: Marian Thompsor
Gathering Music Tape
Worship Leader:

Barbara Wood:
Ushers: Jeanine Cole, Mark
Reuber, Barbara Woods
¢ogogodogodoeodoRQ

Flowers for Del

Barbara Woods and Lois
Macken, Donna Cleasby

RMMO

REMEMBER
GRATITUDE

LOVE
GIVE

Dear Friends,

When Huricane Katrina devastated the G
Coast in August 2005, the Rev. Thom Bla
age 80, and his wife Doris, 75, lost their
home in Slidell, Louisiana. All that
remained were the few thingfslocuments,
medications, photographs, a few clothes i
ThomOs motized scooter and walk&they
had packed in their station wagon before
escaping to their sonOs home in Foxwortl
Mississippi.

OWhen we left, we thought we would be
back in a few days, little realizing we wou
not see our home again,O the couple wro
their Christmas letter to family and friends
OKatrina was very unkind to us.O

Thom, along with more than 3,000 retired
American Baptist ministers, missionaries
and widowed spouses, received a Thank
You check in the fall of 2005. His check
went to a Bw address in Ohio, where the
Blacks had relocate to be near their three
daughters. Thom and Doris sent the
following note to American Baptist
congregations:

OWe received our Thank You check with
gratitude following our great loss. Any gif
we receivedvas a blessing to us. We
appreciate everyone who gives to this
offering every yeabit helps and blesses ir
many different ways.O

Thank You checks, as well as emergency
financial assistance, are made possible b
the contributions of American Baptist
corgregations to the annual Retired
Ministers and Missionaries Offering
(RMMO).

The RMMO materials call us ®emember
with Love, Give with GratitudePlease
make a generous contribution to the RMNM
when we receive it on Decembéf and
throughout the mohtof December. Your
gift makes a difference.

Johnie Hammond for the

Missions Committee
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Christmas Offering 2006

A special Christmas Offering will be
received again this year on Decembef 17
and throughout the month of December. (
half of the amoant received will go the Ame
Emergency Residence Project (see letter
below). The other half will go to the
Benevolence Fund.

Dear Friends,

Here is an update on our shelter. Last year wg
our busiest ever, with help provided to more thi
2,000 people.Five hundred and sixtfive
individuals were provided shelter in our main
building, our adjacent apartments, and in mote
when we were out of room. We also helped ar
additional 1,546 people, most of whom were
facing evictions. We have found it importémt
help these individuals avoid homelessness as
do not have the room to house them and we at
unable to find alternatives.

For the past two decades or so, our community
and indeed our whole nation, has experienced
phenomena of increasing wealthdaincreasing
poverty at the same time. Prior to this, the ada
that an improving economy was like a rising tid
which lifted all boats, seemed to be generally ti
Those who work at our shelter, and at other
places that serve loimcome people, now se
instead, individuals who are working hard at jol
that our whole community depends upon, but v
cannot afford even the basic necessities of she
food and medical care. Data from the lowa
Workforce Center clearly illustrates this probler
More thana third of all jobs in Story County pay
less than $10 an hour, far less than a family ne
for basic necessities. Frequent evictions are o
result in such circumstances.

| am pleased that the abundance of apartment:
rent in our community has impred the situation
for some renters who were close to the margin
affordability. There has been no decrease in
requests for our service however, as most of tr
we help have incomes that are still far from
sufficient. Our biggest concern this yearhis t
crisis in emergency assistance funding our age
and others have experienced. The need for he
has grown faster than the supply, and we are,
the first time in our histories, faced with situats
in which funds are not available, even when on
modest amount is needed to help avoid a famil
catastrophe.

| feel that it is remarkable that we were able to
help the number that we did last year. 1 am
inspired by all those who come to us, maintaini
their dignity while doing their best to raise the
families in what seems like nearly impossible
circumstances. These, | feel, are the unsung
heroes in our community. | am grateful for the
privilege of being able to offer help to so many.
This would not have been possible without tho:
who have madeur service possible, and they tc
are my heroes. Thank you for the help you ha
given us.

Best wishes,

Vic Moss
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Enjoy some Christmas reading to Inspire you!

New in the Library for this year are
several books:

The ChristmasScrapboolkby Philip Gulleyb
Pastor Sam is determined to improve his
Christmas gift giving and enrolls in a
scrapbooking class to make a gift his wife
will never forget.

Christmasn Harmonyby Philip Gulleyb
Harmony resident, Dale Hinshaw, mentior
recently inone of Pastor SusanOs sermon:
has come up with another of his ideas! A
progressive nativity scene involving the
whole town, complete with a map like the
Hollywood stars! Dale is unstoppable and
the members of Harmony Friends have litt
enthusiasm.

Fars of the Harmony series; be sure to ch¢
out the websitevww.harmonyherald.corfor
the latest on Harmony, IN.

ChristmasFromthe Backsideby J. Ellsworth
KalasbKalas is a native of Sioux City, low
and curently a professor of preaching at
Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore,
KY. He approaches the Christmas story v
a twist, through the eyes of a minor or
unsympathetic charactefor an idea of
what in is this book, just look at@uple of
chapter tiles;The Scandal of Christmasd
How the Government Helped the First
Christmas Happen

New for our children:

Unwrappingthe ChristmasCreche by Lisa
Flinn and Barbara Younger

The Christmas story is told as each figure
unwrapped. A wonderful book tead as
you set out your Nativity scene this year.

Find these and other books for Christmas
the display case of the main hallway near
Lounge.

Catherine Parrish

Special Worship Services This Month

The First Baptist Choir will present the
Christmas Cantata, OThe Winter RosOby
Joseph M. Martin with Narraton by Pamel:
Martin onSunday December fn worship
at 9:45 am.

Our annualChristmas Vespers at
Northcrest will be Sunday, December 17 a

Our Christmas Eveservice orDecember
24thwill be a candlelight service of lesson:
and carols. This beautiful service is alway
one of the highlights of the year. There wi
be asocial hour at 5:00 pm in the lounfe
you are welcome to bring cookies or other
holiday gmdies to shareThe service will be
at 6:00 pm

5:00 pmin the Green Room in the main
building of Northcrest Retirement
Communiy. The service will feature the
Christmas cantata, OThe Winter RoseO si
by our First Baptist Choir and Pastor Dave
Russell will be the service leader. Membe
and friends are invited to come. There are
refreshments after the service.

Alternative Gifts

Katy Seidel will be selling Alternative
Gifts in the narthex after the service on
Sunday, Dec."& In addition there will be
another opportunity to visit the Alternagiv
Gift Market on Saturday, Decembé? at
the SDC Bldg., 508 Kellogg (across fron
the Post Office) from 10:00 am to 5:00 p

Give, in honor of a friend or relative, a
alternative giftbfood, medicine,
livestock or education. These giftsliwi
be senbverseas by ecumenical nonpre
agencies. Choose to gift local agencie
as well.

Give a gift that will make a difference i
the world.
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You are Invited! The Christme
Dinner and Progran, Dec. 18,
6:00 pm

The Christmas Dinneris a long held
tradition at First Baptist with good food ant
warm fellowship with church family and
guests and th€hristmas Program after the
meal. We will have a Christmas Buffet ag
this year. The turkeyrna ham, rolls,
beverages and table service will be furnist
by the church. We will be asking your hel
in bringing a dish to share. If your name
starts with ADE, bring a Potato dish;BL
will bring Salad; MBP will bring Vegetable;
RBW will bring Dessert. If you prefer to
bring another dish please call Barbara Wo
(2329970) and we can honor your reques
Students you are our invited guests!

Congratulations t&anira and James
McShayon the birth of Christopher
Antonio born August 2L Christopher
joins his big sister Crystina.
Christopher was dedicated to God in
worship on November 19

Wes and Erin Johnsdrecame first time
parents of twin daughters on Novemb
8". Abigail Louise and Lucille Suzanr
both weighed 5 Ibs. 10 ozs. Abby wa
190 and Lucy was 180 long at birth.
Congratulations to the Johnson family

Aiden Miguel Amaya was born to
Jessica Amayan November 18 a
Mary Greeley Hospital. He was 7 Ibs
4 ozs, and 20 inches long.
Congratulations to Jessica, grandpare
Laura and JosZ and aunts Evy and
Chrissy.

BABY SHOWER PLANS
A January baby shower is being plani
for Abby, Lucy, Erin and Wes Johnso
When déails are finalized, we hope yc
will be able to celebrate with us.
Rita Parrish &
Marilyn Peterson

Also call Barbara if you are able to
volunteer with kitchen help at the
dinner or for table setup.

Please tell us if you can/cannot com
by calling the church office (292
9612), email the church at
office@fbcanes.orgor on the
friendship pad at church on Sunday.
Students, we want you to come as @
invited guests!

NEEDED: At least 10 centerpieces
for the tables. Please call the church
office or email if you can bring a table

dewmration to church on Sunday

morning, Dec. 18 for after church set

up.
December
Walter Fehr 4
Jim Demarest 8
Tonia McCarley 12
Aubrey Mendonca 13
Lee Macdonald 16
Vern Hawkins 20
Chrissy Amaya 25
Michael Mendonca 25
Jill Leininger 28
ke Robinson 29

Happy Anniversary to Dave and Susal
Russell on December 9D

Christmas Eve Baking

When you are baking Christmas cooki
please reserve a few dozen cookies al
candy for the Social Hour at 5:00 pm il
the lounge befre the Christmas Eve
Service at 6:00 pm. Please bring
cookies/candy to Sunday morning
worship on Dec. ZAfor Christmas Eve
fellowship that evening.
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Come angbg a wor
tradition at First Baptist
family and f

Thank you to everyone who has ma
a financial commitment to support
GodOs work throudfirst Baptist in
the coming year! We appreciate the
generous giving of our members anc
friends. We adopt a 2007 budget in
the business meeting on Sunday,
December 18 at 12 noon and
encourage everyone to turn in pledg
cards before that date.

Jack Ckasby
Stewardship Chairperson

Our First Baptist Dunkers are gearin
up for church league basketball play
beginning in January. WeOd love tc
have you join u®sign up to play on
the bulletin board or contact Dave
Russell.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
200 Lynn Ave.
Ames, |IA 50014
Worship Sundays 9:45am

PHONE:
515292-9612

FAX:
515292-0403

E-MAIL:
office@fbcames.org

First Baptist Church is an ope
and caring family of faith
where worship is central anc
faith engages both heart an
mind. We are warmly
ecumenical, delight in our
diversity, and cherish our

Baptist heritage of freexn.
We are called by Christ to
share GodOs love with the

campus, community, and th
world.

First Baptist Chu

200 Lynn Ave.
Ames, IA 500147188

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

May GodOs Blessin
you in this Holy St

The Fst Baptist Stai

Pastor Dave
Pastor Susan
Mindy
Steve
Gayle
Dale
Jackie
Brittany



