The Spire

irst Bgptist Church, Ames, lowa

PastorOs Word

| have been a parish pastor for 15 years now, and & far as | recall, last
Sunday was only the second time in those 15 years hat church was
cancelled due to weather.

It started on Friday night as we left from the Trivia Night a t First Christian.

| made my way across the icy pavement to our car and was pelted by a

deluge of sleet/hail/ice/whatever it was. On Satur day morning, with ice

on the roads and sidewalks and freezing rain on the way, we decided to

postpone the planning meeting scheduled for that mo rning. As the day

MarCh’ 2007 went on, conditions became worse. We watched the scoll of cancellations

V | 3 N at the bottom of the TV screen and saw more and more churches. | watched

with the k ind of anticipation that school kids have on a snow y morning.

olume 5 ! 0 Churches from Ames showed up on the list BCornerstone, the Unitarian

Universalists, Lord of Life Lutheran, Ames Church o f the Nazarene.

| could relate to the school superintendent who has to make a decision
Individual Highlights: whether to close the school. 1tOs a tough call. Ad | wondered about those
congregations that were the first to cancel. Were hey weak alarmists, or
were they being prudent? Were they looking for an out, or were they just
Mission trip toNicaragua 2 smart?

Food Drive Update 2

Mar. Worship Leaders 2

_ _ | talked with our moderator Michael Thompson, and we decided that
America for Christ 2 things were only going get worse and that it would be a lot easier to contact
Trivia contest 2 people on Saturday than on Sunday. And there is no question we made the
right decision. Shortly after deciding to cancel services, the ThompsonOs
power went out. As branches kept falling from our tree and as lights
Boards & Committees 3 flickered, we wondered if we would be next. We got flashlights and
candles ready.

New in the Library 3

Snow Cancellation Policy3

Planning Meeting On Sunday morning, | went out to clear the driveway and sidewalks. Ten

inches of snow, on top of some ice. My snow blower started up right away.
Unfortunately, it was useless. Time and again the chute clogged with snow
until finally, | put it away and started in with th e shovel.

3
Lent 4
Prayer Day for Burma 4

4

Wedding Shower
| looked down the street and saw several folks wrestling with snow

Basketl.aall ° removal. My neighbor stopped by and visited a bit. Although his snow
Sabbatical Focus Group 5 blower is much smaller than mine, it was handling t he snow just fine and
Fellowship Hall Project 5 he came over and helped me, saving my back for ourchurch basketball

_ game on Monday (it was cancelled too).
Calendar & Birthdays 6

| looked down the street on Sunday morning and took in the incredible

The Spireublished monthly beauty of the snow and ice on the trees. It was agorgeous sight. With
except July and Agust hardly any traffic, there was a stillness we donOtoften experience.

Rev. David W. Russell, Pastor Neighbors were vi siting and helping one another, sharing joys and
dave@fbcames.org burdens. The shared experience brought people togeher. And it occurred
Rev. Susan Russell, Associate to me that maybe | hadnOt missed Sunday worship afer all.
Pastorsusan@fbcames.org Blessings,

First Baptist Church Dave

200 Lynn Ave.
Ames, |IA 500147188
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Worship Lead
the Month

March 4

Acolyte: Zoe Russe
Worship Leader:

Chris Richte

Ushers: Bob Parrisl

Wallace Sande

Jere Maddu

DelmarVan Mete

March 11

Acolyte:  Crystina McSha

Worship Leader:
Susan Russe
Ushers:
Howard Johnsao
Pat Johnsa
Earl Hammon
Johnie Hammon

March 18

Acolyte: Marian Thompso

Worship Leader:
Jere Maddu

Ushers: Bob McCarley
Tom Logue
Dave Pichard

Catherine Parris

March 25

Acolyte: Zoe Russe

Worship Leader:
Aiddy Phomvisa'

Ushers: Judy Demare!

Lois Macker
Wilma Robinsoi
Michelle Leininge

¢eogogodogofodogode

Flowers for M

Jan Thompson

Mission News

Barbara Woodsjust returned from a
mission trip to Nicaragua on February™5
This was her sixth trip there with a region
work team! The team worked on four
latrines. They felt good about the progres
they made and they had wonderful
interaction with the adults and young peo|
in the community. Barbara would hope tt
others might consider going to Nicaragua
the future.

February Food Drive

Many bags ofdod and other groceries we
colleted during the month of February anc
will be taken to the Mid lowa Community
Action (MICA) Food Shelf. In addition,
members of First Baptist donated $115.
Cash donations go to buy needed items tl
are out of stock at thitood Shelf or to buy
food vouchers so that families are able to
buy fresh items such as meat, vegetables
milk. In January, 191 families, many with
small children, were served in Story Cour
so the need is great. Thank you!

Group from FBC Wins Tri via Contest

On February 23, a group from First Baptis
participated in a Trivia Night fundraiser fo
Heartland Senior Services. Out of 19 tea
the First Baptist contingent came in first
place! They won a cash prize and donate
to the America For Clst Offering.
Participants included Phyllis Prichard, Jo¢
Parrish, Catherine Parrish, Delmar Van
Meter, Dave Russell, Susan Russell, Zoe
Russell, Michelle Leininger, and Chris
Richter.
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America For Christ Offering
March 4

This yearOs theme foetAmerica for Christ
Offering affirms that transformation happe
when a Orestless peopleO set their faith ir
motion. OFor the love of Christ urges us
onEO (2 Corinthians 5:145). National
Ministries bring real and lasting change to
peopleOs lives. Youifts will support:

¥ sending volunteers to build homes in t
aftermath of Katrina through a
partnership with Habitat for Humanity

¥  ministering to children in poverty
through the Children in Poverty
Initiative.

¥ Helping support the work of chaplains
andpastoral counselors to reach peop
in the midst of difficult life passages.

¥  Assisting Hispanic communities with
evangelism programs.

An offering envelope for your gift to the
America for Christ Offering is enclosed in
this newsletter. The offering Wbe receivec
throughout the month of March.

Elinor Fehr
for the Mission Committe
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New In the Library This Month

Unceasing Prayer: a Beginner@sdéby Debra
K. Farrington

Paul challenges us to Opray unceasinglyO a
this small book Debra helps us get startbd.
sections such as OGreeting the New DayO ot
OPrayers of Greeting and FarewellO and OP1
for the DayOs WorkO Debra gets us starte
realizing the many places where we can utter
prayer and shows us scriptures we can use.

2000 Years of Classic Christian PrayArs
Collection for Public and Personal Us&lited
Owen Collins Whether youOre looking for a
prayer when you are the worshgader or a
prayer to offer at your luncheon meetingere
is a collection of prayers for your use or to
inspire you!

Saving Graceby Elizabeth Edwards

Elizabeth Edwards, wife of presidential
candidate John Edwards writes about what st
has learned alu life. She was a child of a
military family; their son, Wade died at age 1€
her husband ran for President of the United
States and she has had breast canédizabeth
speaks about the love and caring of friends ai
Othe power of community to make diues
better and richer.@hank you to Jackie Pritcha
for the donation of this book to our Library.

Board of Deacons

Michael Thompsonchairperson anc
Church Moderator

Barbara Woods, vieehairperson

Martha Gleason, Secretary

The Spire, March,
Snow Cancellation Policy

If worship services are cancelled becaus
of snow, this information will be posted c
our church website at focames.org. This
the simplest way to learn whether servic
are cancelled. Nesvof the cancellation
will also be made available to radio stati
KASI (1430 AM) and KCCITV (channel
8). A list of church members and friends
also divided among the deacons, and w«
will make phone calls as this seems
necessary, depending on the tiofe
cancellation and especially to individual
members who do not have computers.

Planning Meeting Rescheduled
The planning meeting originally schedult
for February 24 was rescheduled due to
weather. Deacons, Trustees, and the
Christian Education Gamittee will now
meet together on Saturday, March 10 frc
9am12 noon.

Deacon Canmittees
Mission Committee: Elinor Fehr

Ushers: Lois Macken

Social Committee: Barbara Woods & Jel

Maddux
Caring: Martha Gleason

Growth/Outreach: James McShay

Worship/Music Committee: Earl Hammor

Christian Education Committee
Officers for 2007

Jill Leiningerb chairperson & nursery
liaison

Jan Thompso®youth liaison

Wallace Sande® Secretary and adul
liaison

Andrew Perrined College liaison

Trustees
Officers for 2007 & members

Jack Cleasbchairperson

Delmar Van MeteBbvice chairperson

Rita Parristb Secretary

Russ Watson
Dave Pre¢chard
Bob McCarley
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Lenten Theme: OLiving Our FaithO

In the season of Lent we will be looking at
everyday spiritualittpnot so much the
theory of faith, but the actual practice of
faithful living. We will explore practices tha
shape our lives as followers of Jesus.
Sunday morning sermons and Sunday
evening studies will revolve around some o
these practices of faith. The Lenten studie!
will begin with a simple meal each Sunday
evening at m.

After our Osnow outO on February 25, our
schedule for Lenten worship and study is:

morning evening study
worship
March 4 Saying Yes and Testimony
Saying No
March Forgiveness Household
11 Economics
March Keeping Dying Well
18 Sabbath
March Healing Singing Our
25 Lives

The Student Supper that normally meets ai
pm will join in the Lenten supper and study
Please sign up in worship or contact the
church office to register for the Sunday

evening meals.
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Global Day of Prayer for
Burma--March 11, 2007

The relationship between American
Baptists and Burma goes back to 181:
with the arrival of the Ann & Adoniram
Judson. This relationship continues
today, but divided by conflict and
suffering from poverty and isolation,
Burma is a country much in need of
prayer. Sunday, March 11 has been
designated as the Global Day of Praye
for Burma.

Since 1813 the Baptist movement in
Burma has grown to include coemtions
of 13 ethnic and language groups, 5
regional conventions, 104 association:
4,522 churches, nearly 1.2 million
baptized members and another half
million non-baptized attendees. The
church is still growing today.

A British colony, Burma was invadeby
the Japanese in WWII, but then re
conquered by a combined British,
American and local ethnic force. After
WWII all of Burma united to be free
from British rule and a shofived
independent government was formed
that quickly give way to a military
takeover. Since then, many ethnic
groups have been struggling for
autonomy from BurmaOs military
government. (In 1988 the military
government changed the countryOs ni
to Myanmar.)

The result has been that the church in
Burma struggles under many restioos.
Border regions surrounding the countr
are in various levels of armed conflict
forcing hundreds of thousands to live i
hiding within Burma. An estimated 2
million others have fled into Thailand
alone seeking either peace or
employment. Millionamore Burmese
have gone to other countries in the
region and around the world, many of
whom do not have legal status in the
countries where they live.

Over 160,000 mostly ethnic Karen fror
Burma ran out of options and live in 9
refugee camps in ThailandVith no end
to BurmaOs problems in sight,
governments around the world are no\
accepting refugees for resettlement.
2006 several thousand Karen were
resettled in the US and it is widely
expected that tens of thousands more
US iithe next few
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Many of the former refugesenow in
the US have a strong Baptist identity
and are finding a home in our Baptis
churches. (About half the members
First Baptist Church in St. Paul are
Karen from Burma.) Our churches ¢
blessed by the spiritual energy the
former refugees bringAt the same
time, our churches help bridge the
cultural adjustment these new
Americans must make.

There are many things to pray for:

¥ for the church in Burm®that it
can continue to prosper in spite
the hurdles

¥ for ethnic groups in areas of
conflict Bthat they can find peac

¥ for people living on the ruBthat
they can find a place to call horr

¥ for the people in the refugee
campsbfor a long term solution

¥ for Burmese in other countri€s
that they can return home

¥ for the Karen and others resettlir
in the USbthat they can adjust

Join the world and pray for Burma o
March 11, 2007.

Yours in Christ,
Duane Binkley
ABC Missionarv to Thailand

Church members and friends are
invited to a wedding shower for
Stephenie Core and Brian Keat. Th
shower igplanned forfSunday, April
15" at 2:00 pmin the church
fellowship hall. Stephenie and Briar
wedding date is May"s The couple
will be registered at Target.
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The Spire

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
200 Lynn Ave.
Ames, |IA 50014
Worship Sundays 9:45am

PHONE:
515292-9612

FAX:
515292-0403

E-MAIL:
office@fbcames.org

First Baptist Church is an ope
and caring family of faith
where worship is central anc
faith engages both heart an
mind. We are warmly
ecumenical, delight in our

diversity, and cherishur
Baptist heritage of freedom.
We are called by Christ to
share GodOs love with the
campus, community, and th
world.

WeOre on the Web!
See g at:
www.fbcames.org

Dunkers Ready For March Madness

Our First Baptist Dunkers basketball team is ofdt61 start on the season. Play
continues through March witthe league tournament in April. Players includie E
Newman, Jake Richard, Bryan Wicket, Nick Rieck,ARarrish, Neil Logue, Brian
Klotz, Aiddy Phomvisay, Andrey Ukhanov, Tim Horatd Dave Russell. The Dunke
have had great crowd support this yBane opposing player said, OYour church ha
the best fans in the league!©O Games are on Manglatg at United Community
School, on Highway 30 between Ames and Boone.

Fellowship Hall Update

A big thanks to Delmar Van Meter and Dave Prichardrfstallation ofthe speaker
system in Fellowship Hall! After painting and iaBation of a new drop ceilinghe
speakers were mounted above the ceiling with speakesrs flush with the ceiling.

Dave Prichard has also built and painted new dtefise stage. The new steps are
wider and more attractive than the steps that le&h lin use previously.

Only twoitems remain to be completed on the overall Fellag$iall project:
installation of the base cove and the valencesalioy windows.The base cove has
been purchased and will be installed soon.

Thank you to all who have contributed to theseguts. If you havenOt seen the resu
stop and take a look!

Sabbatical Focus Group

At the annual meeting on February 4, the churckd®d granbur pastors a sabbatical. Pastor Dave will beatbatical from

May-July 2008. Pastor Susan, with aime position, will work’ time in May 2008 and then receive the months aeJand July
off as Ocomp time,O allowing her to participasabbaticahctivities as well.

The church is applying for a Lilly Foundation gramtfund the costs of the sabbatical for both gteagd the church. As part of
the grant application process, a focus group wdetron Wednesday, March 7 at 7 pm in the Rose Rbvdiorthcrest. The grou
will be brainstorming ideas for coverage of padtoeaie, preaching, worship, and other responsgislitluring the sabbatical; for
leavetaking and Owelcome backO events; and for congneglatenewal activities the church majstvto engage in during the
sabbatical. If the Lilly grant is received, fundleuld be available to cover these costs. The fgcasp is a chance for all
interested persons to learn more and give theirtinpthis process.
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