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First Baptist Church, Ames, Iowa

PastorÕs Word
Finals week seems to bring out something in people. Earlier today, I drove down
Lynn Avenue and some guys were throwing a football. Not just across the street,
which is fairly commonplace, but in the street. This sort of thing happens during
finals.

Just now, Ilook out my office window, and some young women are throwing a
lacrosse ball (I guess thatÕs what itÕs called) in the front yard. This too is a sign of
finals week; I have never seen Lacrosse in our front yard at any other time. Later in
the week, some of the stereos in the neighborhood are typically at the highest
daytime decibel level of the year. (I use the disclaimer of ÒdaytimeÓ because I am
not generally around to gauge the loudest nighttime decibellevel.) And of course,
the phenomenon of burning couches on the front lawn at the end of the semester is
well known. Strange, but well known.

After all of the hard work, all of the reading and studying andwriting, after all of
the frustration, after all of the blood, sweat, and tears, the end of theschool year
comes as a great relief and a time for celebration. For those who are completing
their degrees, the celebration is even greater.

This time around, I am joining in the celebration. No, I donÕthave plans to burn a
couch on our front yard (itÕs probably not the grads who are torching furniture
anyway), but after five years, I will be receiving my Doctor of Ministry degree
from United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. After many papers and
seminars and classes and projects, and after researching and writingÉ and
writingÉ and then writing some more on my thesis, and then after finally
defending the thesis, I have competed the degree. And it feels pretty good!

I want to thank the church for your support along the way. You have given me the
time to pursue this degree and provided financial support for my continuing
education, and I appreciate that deeply. You have also showninterest in what I was
doing, asked questions, and willingly served as Òguinea pigsÓ when one of the
projects in myresearch on university churches involved our own church. Some of
you offered a listening ear when things were frustrating, and many have expressed
your encouragement.

IÕll be graduating on Sunday, May 20, and I invite you to join us after worship on
May 27 as we celebrate during the fellowship time. We wonÕt be burning any
couches, I promise.

Blessings,
Dave
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We will make our annual pilgrimage to Des
Moines for an Iowa Cubs baseball game on
Friday, June 8. Please sign up on the
bulletin board for tickets- $5:00 each.
Invite a friend and join us! The game is at 7
pm vs. the New Orleans Zephyrs, and there
will be fireworks after the game. Those who
would like can meet at the church at 5:20 to
carpool/caravan to the game.
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Our High School Graduates
Jessica Amaya, graduates from Ames High
School this spring. Proud parents are Laura
and JosŽ Amaya. Jessica will be attending
Des Moines Area Community College in the
fall.

Our College Graduates
Brittany Mitchell, our Child Care
Coordinator at First Baptist graduates from
ISU with a B.A. in Business Management.
She and her fiancŽ, Justin, will be moving to
Ankeny where Brittany is seeking
employment.

Mark Hubbard, son of Mark and Marlene
Hubbard of Council Bluffs, will graduate
from ISU this May with a BachelorÕs degree
in Biochemistry. He has accepted a position
working in a lab for Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minnesota.

Jim Hinds, son-in-law of Harris and Katy
Seidel (AnnÕs husband) will graduate from
Andover Newton Theological School on
May 19th.

Nick Rieck is graduating from Iowa State
with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering. Nick
and Shannan (a December ISU graduate) are
moving to Ankeny where Nick has accepted
a job with John Deere.

David Russell, will receive his Doctor of
Ministry degree from United Theological
Seminary in New Brighton, Minnesota on
May 20th.

College and High School graduates will be
honored in worship on May 5th . Pastor Dave
RussellÕs graduation will be recognized on
May 27th.

Members and friends of First Baptist are
proud of all of you and extend to you all of
GodÕs blessings as you graduate and move
on to college and careers.

Masy6
Acolyte: Zoe Russell

Worship Leader:
Bob McCarley

Ushers: Bob Parrish
Wallace Sanders

Michelle Leininger
Delmar Van Meter

May 13
Acolytes: Crystina McShay

Worship Leader:
Rita Parrish

Ushers:
Howard and Pat Johnson

Earl and Johnie Hammond

May 20
Acolytes: Marian Thompson

Worship Leader:
Michael Thompson

Ushers: Bob McCarley
Tom Logue

Dave Prichard
Catherine Parrish

May 27
Acolytes: Zoe Russell

Worship Leader:
Johnie Hammond

Ushers: Judy Demarest
Lois Macken

Wilma Robinson
Jere Maddux

Sanctuary Flowers
for May

Dorothy Lagomarcino and
Mary Anderson

Worship Leaders for
May, 2007

Our 8 th Music Camp is planned for July
16-20, from 9:00Ð11:30 amand this year
promises to be another great week offun,
friends, learning, and MUSIC of all sorts.
Music Camp is for those in grades K-6
(completed).

Adults and Youth: If you would be
interested in working at Music Camp as a
counselor, craft helper, kitchen worker, etc.,
please talk to Mindy or Dave. (Musical
talent is not necessary!)

You can also assist usin letting people you
know about the camp. Spread the word about
how much fun children have at our First
Baptist Music Camp. We will be sending out
registration forms soon so call or email the
church office if you know of anyone who
would like to know about our camp.
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A Case of Bad Tasteby Lori Copeland

In the sleepy little town of Morning Shade,
author M.K. Diamond has writer's block,
until the perfect plotbegins to unfold in real
life. A burglar is breaking into neighborhood
homes and . . .redecoratingthem! Lori
Copeland is a popular author of Christian
books.

The Crown and the Crucible by Michael
Phillips and Judith Pella

Against the backdrop of pre-revolutionary
Russia, the lives of two families become
inextricably entwined. Anna Yevnovna
Burenin, a peasant girl from the tiny village
of Katyk, must leave the home she loved to
work in a prince's palace in St. Petersburg,
bringing her family's heritage of faith with
her. Anna's future is altered forever when she
is thrust into the presence of the high-
minded, spoiled Princess Katrina. But even
as Anna's own life is changed, her faith
exerts a transforming influence over the
willful young princess.Phillips and Pella are
popular authors of several Christian based

New In the Library This Month historical series.

Me, Myself, & Bob by Phil Vischer

ÒNot many people can claim "talking
vegetables" as the fruit of their life's labor,
but Phil Vischer can! Starting with no
money, no connections, and no clue what he
was getting himself into, he doggedly
pursued his dream to use his love of
technology and slightly warped sense of
humor to change the world for Christ. But
instead of becoming the next Walt Disney,
Phil Vischer found himself inbankruptcy
court, watching everything fall apart. Follow
his remarkable journey fromVeggieTales
creator to bankrupt dreamer as he shares his
story of trial and ultimate triumph. It may
change everything you believe about
dreaming big, falling hard and getting back
up again.ÓÐChristainBooks.com

If you love VeggieTales you'll enjoy reading
about Phil's trials in getting his company
going. If you've never seen a VeggieTale,
check one out with the book, you won't be
sorry. And he was born in Iowa!

Catherine Parrish

I am very grateful for the reception in
recognition of the
fiftieth anniversary of my ordination.
Although I never had the privilege of serving
this congregation, it was very thoughtful of
you to celebrate with us. We are very happy
to be a part of this congregation.

Wayne Shireman

We would like to thank all the members of
the church for giving us such a wonderful
wedding shower! A special thank you to
those who worked so hard to hold the event!
We feel very honored and bkessed.

Stephenie Core and Brian Keat

May 1 Dale Vogel
May 5 Laura Amaya
May 6 Catherine Parrish
May 9 Antorniece Lee
May 10 Rena Talbot
May 15 JosŽ Amaya
May 23 Mary Ann Elrod
May 26 Chelsea Kaihoi
May 28 Michael Thompson
May 29 Beth Douglass

An All -Church baby showerhas
been planned forGretchen and
Scott Andersonwho are expecting
a baby boy. All members and
friends of First Baptist are invited
to attend the event onSaturday,
May 19th at 10:00 amin
Fellowship Hall. Gretchen and
Scott are registered at Target and
Walmart. Please tell us if youcan
come by indicating on the
friendship pad at church or by
calling the church office 292-9612
or by emailing
office@fbcames.org.

I am very grateful for the reception in recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of my ordination.
Although I never had the privilege of serving this congregation, it was very thoughtful of you
to celebrate with us. We are very happy to be a part of this congregation.

Wayne Shireman

We would like to thank all the members of the church for givingus such a wonderful wedding
shower! A special thank you to those who worked so hard to holdthe event! We feel very
honored and bkessed.

Stephenie Core and Brian Keat
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 1

8am-MenÕs
Breakfast,
Perkins
6pm-
Deacons

2 3
6:30pm-
Choir

4

6:00 pm-Wedding
rehearsal and dinner,
FH

5
ISU Commencement
3pm-Wedding,
Stephenie Core/Brian
Keat

6
9:45amWorship
Communion
11:00am-
Church School

7 8 9

7:00 pm-
Trustees

10
6:30pm-
Choir
7pm-Book
Group

11 12

13
9:45am-
Worship
MotherÕs Day
Teacher
Recognition
Sunday
Music Sunday
10:45 am-
Fellowship
Time
11:15am-
Church School

14

6:30pm-ÒJust
Us GirlsÓ,
home of
Phyllis
Prichard,
3819 Emerald

15

8am-MenÕs
Breakfast,
Perkins

16 17

6:30pm-
Choir

18 19

10am-Baby Shower
for Gretchen & Scott
Anderson, FH

20
9:45am-
Worship
11am-Last day
of Church
School
Pastor Dave
receives degree
in MN

21 22 23
7:30pm-Ames
H.S.
Baccalaureate
@ Ames
Middle School

24 25
7:00 pm- Ames
H.S.
Commencement,
Hilton Coliseum

26

27
PENTECOST
9:45am-
Worship
11am-
Fellowshp
Time
Graduation
Recognition for
Pastor Dave

28

Church Office
Closed

29

6pm-
Deacons

30
1-3

31

May

2006
Coming in June
June 3ÐOne Great Hour of Sharing
June 3ÐAfter Worship Fellowship Time begins
each Sunday in June, July,& August
June 8ÐTrip to I-Cubs Game
June 9ÐWomen will go to Spring Luncheon at First
Christian Church

Nathan and Nikki GrauÐ May 17
Jim and Judy Demarest- May 21
Tom and Martha Gleason May 29
Bob and Rita Parrish May 29
JosŽ and Laura Amaya May 31
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The Spire
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

200 Lynn Ave.
Ames, IA 50014

Worship Sundays 9:45am

PHONE:
515-292-9612

FAX:
515-292-0403

E-MAIL:
office@fbcames.org

WeÕre on the Web!
See usat:

www.fbcames.org

First Baptist Church
200 Lynn Ave.

Ames, IA 50014-7188

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Baptist Church is an open
and caring family of faith

where worship is central and
faith engages both heart and

mind. We are warmly
ecumenical, delight in our
diversity, and cherish our

Baptist heritage of freedom.
We are called by Christto
share GodÕs love with the

campus, community, and the
world.
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Join us in worship on
Sunday, May 13th for the
recognition of all those
who help to make the
Christian Education
program at First Baptist the
excellent program that it is.
It is also a special Music
Sunday.

Graduation Fellowship

After worship on Sunday,
May 29th we have a special
fellowship time after worship
to celebrate Pastor Dave
RussellÕs receiving his
Doctor of Ministry degree
from United Theological
Seminary in New Brighton,
Minnesota. Commencement
exercises were on Sunday,
May 20th at Plymouth
Congregational Church in
Minneapolis. DaveÕs
parents, Martha and
RaymondRussell and Susan
and Zoe traveled to
Minnesota for the occasion.
Congratulations, Pastor
Dave! We are proud of you.

Please see the sheet in
Fellowship Hall for summer
Fellowship times. Each Sunday
during the summer months,
starting June 3rd we enjoy
refreshments and fellowship
after worship so you have a
variety of dates between June
and August to choose from.
Pick a friend and sign up!

`
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