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First Baptist Church, Ames, Iowa

PastorÕs Word

About 25 of us went on a hayride this past weekend. We traveled to Eric
and Dianne BrownÕs farm near Zearing, where the Browns raise Clydesdale
horses. Our wagon was pulled by a four-horse hitch through the
countryside. Eric narrated along the way as we passed through what was
once the pioneer town of Illinois Grove. When the railroad came through
the area in the 1880Õs, it bypassed the town, and within 30 years the entire
community had packed up and moved to new towns being built along the
railroad.

It was a glorious day. On past hayrides, we had encounteredboth rain and
even snow, but the sun was shining and it was a beautiful autumn day, cool
but not too cold. We passed by fields and through a wooded area, with
leaves of various colors. At one point, a cow and her calf ran (yes, ran) to
see us. Or maybethey were interested in the Clydesdale horses.

As part of our stewardship emphasis, we had talked about stewardship of
creation on Sunday morning. In the afternoon we experienced the beauty of
that creation. Part of that beauty, of course, was seen in the friends of all
ages riding on the wagon. After the ride, there was a fire waiting back at
the farm and we enjoyed hot dogs, marshmallows, and smores. The
combination of beautiful weather, beautiful scenery, beautiful animals,
beautiful people, and roasted hot dogs was hard to beat!

God has called us to have a special concern for creation. Genesis 2 says
that we are to Òkeep the garden,Ó and itÕs the same word used as in the
familiar blessing, ÒMay the Lord bless andkeepyou.Ó The first step toward
caring for creation is to actually spend some time enjoying creation and
getting in touch with the natural world around us.

As we focus on stewardship this month, the bottom line is that all we have
is a gift from GodÐa gift to enjoy, a gift to use wisely, a gift to nurture.

Blessings,

Dave
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200 Lynn Ave.
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College Lounge Renovation

The College Lounge renovation is nearly
complete! Over the summer and into the
fall, we havepainted the walls, cabinets, and
doors; installed wood laminate flooring on
the ÒkitchenÓ end and new carpeting on the
Òliving roomÓ end of the lounge; installed
new lighting including a ceiling fan/light;
added two new outlets for the TV (now on a
sliding shelf in the closet) and stereo
(located in what used to be the coat rack
area); and purchased new furniture. We
want to thank all of those who cleaned,
painted, installed, assembled, wired, and
shopped:

Eric Newman, Nancy Dunlap, Michele
Anderson, Michelle Leininger, Tiffany
Bennett, Chris Richter, Tim Shivers, James
McShay, Yanira McShay, Dave Russell,
Susan Russell, Cathy Parrish, Joe Parrish,
Bob Parrish, Dave Prichard, Delmar Van
Meter, Buck Peterson, Jack Cleasby,
Andrew Perrine.

A special thanksto James and Yanira
McShay for purchasing the new stove!
James and Yanira and Dave and Susan
Russell worked with students to plan and
coordinate the project.

We still have a few Òfinishing touchesÓ to
go. A list is posted on the bulletin board
downstairs of items needed for the room.
There are several small kitchen items that
we have registered for at Target that you
might wish to contribute. We also need cash
donations for a few items. All of these are
posted on the bulletin board in the
fellowshiphall.

The costs of the renovation project were
paid for by funds remaining inthe Faith In
Our Future fund. We will schedule an Open
House soon to show off the new space to
church members.
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TaizŽ Worship Continues
November 18th

We will continue with our third fall monthly
TaizŽprayer service onNovember 18.

TaizŽ is an ecumenical and international
religious community located in a village in
eastern France. Founded in 1940 as a
monastic community committed to service
and worship, it drew people from many
countries and many denominational
traditions. Seeking to find a way of worship
that would speak to this diverse community,
it developed a style of worship that includes
scripture reading, silence, and prayerful,
meditative singing that has
become the hallmark of its worship.

Our TaizŽ services include music
accompanied by piano, flute, guitar, and
cello. These services will be new to many
and we invite you to come and experience
this contemplative way of prayer and
worship.

Student Suppers

College students and other young adults have
been meeting this fall on Sunday evenings at
6:00 pm for our weekly supper while mixing
in a bonfire, TaizŽ worship services, and a
hayride. You are welcome to join us!

Schedule for the rest of the semester
includes:

Nov. 4Ð supper and study
Nov. 11Ðsupper and study
Nov. 18ÐTaizŽ servie at 5pm; no supper

(Thanksgiving break)
Nov. 25Ðno supper
Dec. 2Ð Christmas party at Dave and

Susan RussellÕs home, 6pm
Dec. 9Ð Churchwide Christmas Dinner

and program, 6pm

Worship Leaders
for November

November 4
Acolyte: Zoe Russell
Worship Leader:

Rita Parrish
Ushers: Bob Parrish

Wallace Sanders
Michelle Leininger
Delmar Van Meter

November 11
Acolyte: Marian Thompson
Worship Leader:

Barbara Woods
Ushers: Howard and Pat

Johnson, Earl and Johnie
Hammond

November 18
Acolyte: Crystina McShay
Worship Leader:

Wayne Shireman
Ushers: Bob McCarley

Dave Prichard
Tom Logue

Catherine Parrish

November 25
Acolyte: Zoe Russell
Worship Leader:

Jere Maddux
Ushers: Judy Demarest

Lois Macken
Wilma Robinson

Jere Maddux

Flowers for November:
Judy Demarest



Please go on to page3 belowand also seepdf of
November calendar
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Choir Concert to Benefit Good
Neighbor Emergency Assistance,
Inc.

The annual Good Neighbor Mass Choir
Concert is scheduled for Sunday, November
4 at 3:00 pm at Collegiate Presbyterian
Church, 159 Sheldon, Ames. Choirs
throughout Ames dedicate many hours of
preparation for this worthy cause. A free
will donation will be accepted that day to
support the valuable work of Good
Neighbors Emergency Assistance, Inc.

Since 1997, Good Neighbor has helped
families in Story County with emergency
assistance in paying rent and utility bills.
The non-profit organization has as members
25 faith groups (including First Baptist),
Emergency Residence Project and Lincoln
Way Chapter American Red Cross.

Missions

The Alternative Gift Market is alive and well
and planning three markets open to the
public. All these will be held at the First
United Methodist Annex on Kellogg Ð across
the parking lot from the church. Dates and
times will be:

Sunday, November 18,1:00 Ð 4:00 pm
Sunday, December 2, 1:00 Ð 4:00 pm
Saturday, December 8, 10:00 am Ð 5:00 pm

Coffee will be available plus the order forms
and cards. Stop in and place your AGM
order as you see the space which the First
United Methodist Church is making
available to many community services.

Katy Seidel will have the forms and cards
available following the worship service on
November 25th at First Baptist.

Give a gift in the name of a loved one and
give a gift to help those in need around the
world.

World Mission Offering

The total received for this yearÕs World
Mission Offering is$1,315. Your gifts to
World Mission Offering help International
Ministries support the work of missionaries
and mission partners around the world on a
wide variety of projects such as teaching
rural clinic workers in Nicaragua, teaching
women to read in Congo, helping coffee
growers succeed in Thailand. The World
Mission Offering is the single largest source
of the financial support International
Ministries needs to do this work. Your gifts
transform lives. Thanks to all of you for your
generous support.

CROP WALK REPORT

Five walkers from First Baptist participated
in the Ames CROP Walk on October 14.
CROP Walks are held all over the country to
raise money and awareness to fight hunger
both in local communities and around the
world. Recruiter Harris Seidel reports that
First Baptist raised over$1,000in this yearÕs
walk. Twenty-five percent of the funds
raised here in Ames will go to Mid-Iowa
Community Action (MICA) Food Shelf,
Bethesda Food Pantry the Healthy Food
Voucher Program and the Help Center.

The Ames CROP WALK was one of some
2,000 interfaith, community CROP WALKS
taking place around the country this year.

Walkers from First Baptist included Harris
Seidel, Dave Russell, Earl Hammond and
Judy and Harold Melanson. Thank you to all
who walked, and thank you to all who
sponsored walkers.

The Alternative Gift Market

ÒWe walk because they walkÓ

ÒÉShall I play for you? Pa
rum Pum Pum PumÉÓ

In the spirit of
the story ofThe Little Drummer
Boy,the Christian Education
Committee invites the members and
friends of First Baptist to offer their
talents for our annual Christmas
Dinner and Program (the evening of
December 9) to help us celebrate the
birth of Christ. Please prepare a
brief description of the talent
you/your group would like to share
(a segment of 5 or fewer minutes) to
give to a CE Committee member
(Wallace Sanders, Jill Leininger,
Andrew Perrine, Jan Thompson, or
Pastor Susan Russell) by November
18. The committee will review all
suggestions and invite the
participation of as many as we can
accommodate in the program (we
will contact you early in the
following week).

Christian
Education



November Birthdays
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Gayle Osterberg 2
Lucy Johnson 6
Abbey Johnson 6
Helen Sassaman 8
Kristen Obbink 9
Phyllis Prichard 12
Harris Seidel 12
Chrystal Weldon 12
Marilyn Peterson 13
Aiden Amaya 15
Earl Hammond 21
Lucas Weldon 22
James McShay 24
Brian Starrett 24
Donna Cleasby 25
Evy Amaya 26
Buckley Peterson 27
Ngaire West-Johnson 28
Phil Elrod 28
Linda Baccam 30

New Baptist Covenant
Celebration January 30-
February 1

More than 20,000 Baptists from across
North America will gather at the Georgia
World Congress Center in Atlanta
January 30-February 1, 2008 for a
history-making event marking new era
of cooperation among Baptists in North
America of diverse ethnic, geographic,
and theological groupings. With a theme
of ÒUnity In Christ,Ó plenary themes will
include ÒUnity in Bringing Good News
to the Poor,Ó ÒUnity in Respecting
Diversity,Ó ÒUnity in Seeking Peace with
Justice,Ó ÒUnity in Welcoming the
Stranger,Ó and ÒUnity in Setting the
Captive Free.Ó

Speakers will include public figures such
as President Jimmy Carter, President Bill
Clinton, Sen. Lindsay Graham, Sen.
Charles Grassley, journalist Bill Moyers,
and childrenÕs advocate Marian Wright
Edelman as well as preachers including
American Baptists Tony Campolo,
James Forbes, and Joan Parrott. There
will be a host of special interest sessions
on timely issues.

For more information, check the
official website at
www.newbaptistcelebration.orgor
contact the church office. You may
register online, and there is no
registration fee. Seven membersof First
Baptist are already registered to attend!

Movie Night, November 2

We will meet on Friday, November
2 at 7 pm to watch and discuss the
film ÒThe Great Warming.Ó
Narrated by Alanis Morissette and
Keanu Reeves,The Great Warming
sweeps around the world to reveal
how a changing climate is affecting
us all. The film also showcases
initiatives aimed at reversing the
trend toward permanent damage to
our planet and documents the
emerging voice of AmericaÕs faith
community urging action on climate
change. Feel free to bring a snack
to share and join us.

Joe & Catherine Parrish- Nov. 20
James & Yanira McShayÐNov. 26

for Christina Richter and Tim Shivers
Sunday, November 18th at 2:00 pm

in the ChurchFellowship Hall

Chris and Tim are registered at Target and
at the Kitchen Collection in the Story City
Outlet Mall. They will be married on
December 1, 2007.

Catherine Parrish
Susan Russell
Rita Parrish

Mr. and Mrs. David and Denise Richter
&

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis and Sandra Shivers
Request the honor of your presence
at the marriage of their children

Christina Marie and Timothy Michael

Saturday, the first of December, Two thousand
seven

at one oÕclock in the afternoon

First Baptist Church
200Lynn Ave

Ames, Iowa 50014

Reception to follow in the receptionhall
downstairs

from two oÕclock until four thirty
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Worship Sundays 9:45am

PHONE:
515-292-9612
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515-292-0403
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WeÕre on the Web!
See us at:

www.fbcames.org

First Baptist Church
200 Lynn Ave.

Ames, IA 50014-7188

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Baptist Church is an open
and caring family of faith

where worship is central and
faith engages both heart and

mind. We are warmly
ecumenical, delightin our
diversity, and cherish our

Baptist heritage of freedom.
We are called by Christ to
share GodÕs love with the

campus, community, and the
world.
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Preparations for Advent

We will be asking members to buy
Poinsettiasagain this year to beautify the
sanctuary during the Advent season. The
price will be $8.50 and you will have a
choice of 6 colors, red, white, pink,
Strawberries & Cream, Jingle Bells and
Burgundy. Be looking for the order form in
the church bulletin.

Hanging of the Greens
The Hanging of the Greens will be held on
Sunday, November 25 following church
school. After a simple lunch, we will
decorate the sanctuary for the
Advent/Christmas Season.

This has traditionally taken place on the first
Sunday of Advent. We aredecorating a
week earlier this year to support Chris
Richter and Tim Shivers, who will be
married in ourchurch on December 1 to have
a beautifully decorated sanctuary for their
wedding.


